o No wititandihg al ê 3 


Taleban 


; Difficulty wih 


Poppy. 
` Clampdown 


e rs 


pilin, 8 we, want to serious y. 


Piesiiain Police Torture 
.. Detainee 1o u 


neighboring coutries of the Persian 2 


The president ptreasod that thd, 
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along its southern 
accord- 


(Contd on Pg. 14) 


part; stressed ‘that the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran is strongly deter- 


mined to boost û 
Gulf. 


enémies of Islam, particularly the 


global powers f arrogtince, aimto : 


presence 
(Cord on Pg.14) 


` ehina Slums U $ Human 


"Distortion 


governing intematiunêl ele 


ona," Tang said. . : 
"The. U.S. side mst io: is 


cironeous actions of intéifering iii ١ 


. China's internal. affairs with -the 
excuse of the human rights issue." 

The’ fracas. ovër the report _ 
. comes 2£ a challenging moment in 
Sino-U.S.. relations. 5 


dim 
-“ Harmonious 1 

: Telamic Entities 

. Nominate Nateq. 


„` TERRAN — Ori the occasion of ` 
` the Febriaty 10 anniversary of ihe: . 
`. Tlamîc Revolpiioii Victory.and the. . 


tions to be held in July. 
. Thê . statement sald that the 
` folowing ` 


Righis Report us 


BEDING — — Chine oh Satifday re- 
acted angrily to criticisms în this .: 
week's U.S. government report on 
mıman Tights, accusing Washinğ- 
ton of ."distorting" the facts and 


interfering in its intemal affxirs. 2 


Foreigu Ministry spokesman’ 
Tang Guoqiang said China “is. 
firmly opposed" tO the report, asi 
had always protécted add pro- 
moted human rights in accordance - 


. with the ovntry" 5S ws and consti . 


tution, : 

“China enjoys political stabil . 
ity, economic growth, social pro-. 
Chinese people live and work in 
peace and contentment;" thé offi 
gil Xinha news agenay quoted : 


°` him as saying. 


He said tis proved: that the 


"The U.Š. government dis. 


mentioned facts, which: gravely 
a O tO e ao Boia 


tions enjoyed by Iran and Qatar, 
that his country is eager to expand 
ties in all possible fields with the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. '. 

He added that Qatar's foreign 
policy is based on upgrading ties 
with Iran ard that Tehran-Doha 
relations could serve as an exam- 
ple of cordial relations that may be 


countries. 1 

Al-Thani reiterated that his 
country attaches great importance 
to the measures taken by the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran aimed aft 
strengthening regional coopera- 
tion and preservation of peace and 
stability in the strategic and sensi- 
tive Persian Gulf region. 

He underlined. that Iran’s ef- 
forts have had a positive influence 
in developments in the region, par- 
ticularly the thwarting of outside 
infrltrators. 

Presideut Rafsanjani, for: his 


Annan to Meet 
With Middle East 
Leaders at Davos: 


DAVOS, Switzerland — UN Sec- 
retary General Kof Annan said-. 
Friday he expects to be briefed on 
the Middle East peace process this 
weekend by Israeli, Egyptian .and 
Palestinian leaders. 


The UN chief confirmed he haš . 
meetings with Israeli Prime Min- ` 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, Pales- . 


.tinian President Yasser Arafat and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 


"1t think we will obviously 
touch on the Middle East peace 
situation and the UN troops onthe 

1 {Contd on Pg.!4) 


President Receives 
Qatari e Minister 


TEHRAN -- Visitmg Qatari For- 
eign Minister Hamad ibn Jassem 
Bin Jaber al-Thani here yesterday 
met with President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani and submitted 
the message of the Emir of Qatar 
to him. 

Referring to the historical rela- 


been taken in recent Years for pro- . 


Iraq Denies Massing Troops 


Near Kuwait 
BAGHDAD — Iraq denied on Saturday claims by 


movement of our army anywhere in Iraq, 
particularly in the south," the official added. 


Kirwait that it was massing troops 


Iran Sirategic Role in 
Middle East Siressed 


tion over Tehran-Paris political, 
economic and cultural relations 
and called for contiruation of co- 
operation in the future. 

Vaezi stressed that the two 
countries are desirous for prormOot- 
ing cordial relations and that con- 
fidence is one of the main 
principles creation of which will 
pave the way for the two nations 
to boost their ties in the future. 

He said that key measures have 
moting Tehran-Paris cooperation 


and that the exchange of visits 
between the two countries’ offi- 


Milosevic’s 10-year rule. 


logue, the government: remained 
tight-lipped. 

One of the opposition leaders, 
Zoran Djindjic, offered a first 


brief glimpse of his movement's 
political and economic agenda if it 
umnsests Milosevic in elections due 

by the end of fhis year. 
In an interview with the news- 
(Contd on Pg.14) 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN -- French Foreign Min- 
istry’s Director General for Mid- 
dle East and North Africa, 
Jean-Claude Cousseran, here Sat- 
urday lauded Iran’s decisive role 
in the Middle East and described 
as indispensable the role it played 
to solve the crisis in Southem 
Lebanon. . 

He made the remark in a meet- 


ing with Deputy Foreign Minister 


for Euro-American Affairs 
Mahmoud Vaezi. 


Underscoring his country’s in- 


Troubled 


BELGRADE — With the opposi- 
tion looking ahead to an era with- 
out bim, Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic’s woes deep- 
ened Saturday as teachers threat- 
ened a general strike and violence 
flared again in a province seeking 


hit the streets for the 74th day in a 
row in what has snowballed into 
the biggest challenge yet to 


Sudan Welcomes UAE 
Mediation in Fighting 


Sudanese opposition groups 

will meet iı Eritrea rııext month to 

consider the UAE initiative to end 

the fighting in Sudan, an opposi- 
tion spokesman said on Friday. 

Osman a1-Mirghani, political 

` (Contd on Pg.13) 


and Eritrea of ıri!itarily support- 

` ing the Sudanese opposition and of 
having deployed troops on Suda- 
nese territory, allowing the rebels 
to control a large area in the south- 
east of the country. 


BEIRUT -- A senior Sudanese of- 
ficial was quoted as saying on Sat- 
urday that his government 
welcomed an offer by the United 
Arab Emirates to mediate in Khar- 
toum's war with armed opposition 


Salah Karrar, minister in 
charge of presidential affairs, was 
reported in the Saudi newspaper 
Asharq al-Awsart as saying that Su- 
danese President Omar al-Bashir 
had a telephone conversation on 
Thursday with his UAE cointer- 
part, Sheikh Zayed ibn Sultan al- 
Nahyan. 
` Bashir voiced “Sudan’s favor- 
able welcome to his initiative," 
Karrar said, adding, "as a result, 
Sheikh Zayed is to send an emis- 
sary to Sudan to begin discus- 
sions." 

Karrar said that Sudan’s mili- 
tary-Islamic lead government 

"posed no conditions for opening 
the talks" with opposition leaders, 
notably Sadeq al-Mahdî and Mo- 
hammad Osman al-Mirghani. 

But he stressed that they 
"should adopt patriotic positions 
by ering support for Ethiopian 
aggression, and by demanding that 
Ethiopia withdraw its troops from 
Sudanese territory. " 
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talebi met with tbe Turkmen Vice . 
President and Minister of Foreign . 


JANUARY 2, 1997 


Habibi’s New Year 
Greetings to World 
Christians 
Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — The Iranian First 
Vice President Hassan Habibi ca- 


hope that 1977 will be the year of 
constructive cooperation among 
all countries and the freedom lov- 
ing people of the world to uproot 
tyranny and corruption. 

He also hoped that the New 


Habibi in conclusion expressed 
hope that 1997 be the year of te- 
spect for nations ana their legiti- 
mate rights. 


ICCO Head Felicitates Christians 
on New Year 


ganization (ICCO) Hojjatoleslam 
Mohammad Ali Taskhiri, in a 
statement faxed to the Tehran 


lion. 


tural projects would be complete 
in just a few years time after 
which, he said, the future admini- 
strations would be able to address 
their attention io other issues. 

He said Ilam Province bad a 
vey high level of security for 
which he appreciated the Law En- 
forcement Forces of the province. 
In the same meeting, Govemor 
Geneal of Iam Province Ali Ak- 
bar Shabanifand, and Majlis Dep- 
“uty from Mehran, Ham Province, 
Ahmad Nasseri Goehar offered a 
summary report to President Raf 
sarjanî on the projects undertaken 
in tbe province, dwelling also on 
the problems that had to be solved 
at the provincial level. 


TEHRAN TIMES 


President Addresses Local People of Dehloran, Ham 


cify continue their life with re- 
newed enthusiasm after the war. 


occupies an area of 10,000 square 
meters and has six workshops. It 
has been built with an initial capi- 
tal investment of Ris.1,815 mil- 


Tekran Tintes Service 


large group of people in Dehloran, 
Tlam Province, on Tuesday. 
. The president said that he was 
happy to observe that despite the 
hardship of the war years, the peo- 
ple of Dehloran have an active 
presence on differrent scenes. 
According to RNA, he added 
that be had also visited the border 
town of Moussian in the province 
and that he was equally impressed 
by seeing ihe people in the latter 


Uzhek Hmbassador Submits 
Credentials to Velayati 


Islamic Republic of Iran. He noted 
that Iran is one of the most promi- 
nent countries in the region, with 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The new Uzbek 
Ambassador to Tehran Abdul 
Samad Heidarov submitted his 
credentials to Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati here on Wednes- 
day 


At the meeting, Velayali said 
that the boosting of relations be- 
tween the two countries and ex- 
pansion of cooperation with the 
regional states will contribute to 


public of Iran has in the past few 
years been holding constractive 
dialogues “with the followers of 
Christianity in order to revive the 
moral and religious instructions of 
the divine prophets, which are the 
only cure to the problems facing 
the nations. It is hoped that such 
talks will bring about the resur- 


be suffering from the problems 


ا ا ا کا ا ت ا 
global paganism. Hojjatoleslam Taskhiri further ex-‏ 
He quoted late leader of Is- tended his congratulations on the‏ 
lamic Revolution Imam Khomeini birth anniversary of Prophet Jesus]‏ 


Christ (AS), which was celebrated 
recently. 


Anrbassador 


as saying, “TÊ the teachings of the 
divine prophets such as Prophet 


stability and security of the region. stronger relations and more exten- 
He also pointed out the two coun- sive cooperation in different areas. 
tries’ membership in Economic Heidarov added ‘that Uzbekis- 
Cooperation Organization (ECO), tan hopes to see the regional crises 
Organization of Islamic Confer- settled and further voiced his 
ence (OIC) and the UN and ex- country’s support for the negotia- 
pressed hope for the expansion of tions aimed at restoring peace to 
mıuîna] cooperation. Tajikistan. 
The Iranian foreign minister 
aiso underlined the religious, cul- Iran's New 
Islamic Values Should  Fepresertative in 
Be Qbserved ij. FCO Appointed 
Development Plans Temame arin 
: TEHRAN ¬— The Iranian Foreign 
۲ pme1 3 Minister Ali Akbar Velayati ap- 


Tehran Timses Service Kamyab as the permanent repre 
TEHRAN —- Majlis Speaker Ho- sentative of the Islamic Republic 
jjatoieslam Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri of Iran in Economic Cooperation 
said here on Wednesday that the ° Organization (ECO). 

Islamic values should be given Kamyab is also director-gen- 

due altertion by the government eral of the Foreign Ministy’s bu- 

execuives who make pians for te  reau for ECO-elated affairs. 

county's development. aos ae: 1 
Addressing a group of stidenîs 


from theological schools in several 
provinces, the speaker added thai 
the mere development will be in- 
sufficieat when not accompanied 
by exercising social justice and 
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(HOLY QORAN) (7:205) 


n Israeli soldier yesterday shot at innocent Palestinians 
Ase people in a protest to the handover of the | 
West Bank city of Al-Khalil (Hebron) to the Palestinian 
Authority. 

The incident happened at a time when negotiations on the 
status of Al-Khalil are still continuing and no concrete deci- 
sion has been taken in this regard. Besides, the coalition 
members of the ruling Likud Party are not unanimous in the ; 

handover of the city to the Palestinian Authority. 
i Infrastructure Minister Ariel Sharon, a staunch advocate 
of annexing all the Biblical Hebrew’s lands, and five other 
ministers of the ruling coalition refused on Monday to sup¬ 
port Premier Netanyahu on the question of the status of 
A!-Khaliîl. At the same time, the far-right opposition Moledet 
Party submitted a no-confidence motion in the ruling party. 
[In additin to such moves, another 15 deputies of the ruling 
coalition, who also oppose the accord on the handover of 
Al-khalil to the Palestinians, expressed abstention. Netan- 
[yahu, for his part, has threatened to form a coalition govern- 

ment with the Labor Party. 

As it seems, the situation is deteriorating rapidly in israel. 
Until today, the Palestinians at feast knew whom they should j 
jtaik te. Although Netanyahu himself is an extremist with | 
jstrong anti-Arab and anrti-Palestinian views, the Palestinians | 
"could so far, to some exten, count on the negotiations. 
Nefanyaks's government is indeed in a precarious im- | 
ee naw. The Israali prima minister has turned out $o be 

3 polen: 3 ical scene. As a result, the ; 
loajestinfans ara riualiy je in bewiderment, 1 

The fikud government is not trustworthy because it is not 
the one that can call the shots. 1t is ciear that a bunch of 
extremists and fundamentalist fanatics are the actual deci- 


مت مات جف ف نے 


_ Meets 
Turkmen FM 

Akbar Velayati of Iran and 3 
Yevgeni Primakov of Russia De- eg REE %8 


to Turkmenistan Mehdi Mirabu- 


Affairs, Boris Sheikhmoradov, in 


Ashkhabad Tuesday. 


a message from Iranian Minister 


of Foreign Affairs Ali Akbar Ve 
` [ayafi to Sheikhmoradov. The two 


officials also discussed regioê 
kraqi Kurdish Relugees 
Reto Home From - 
Kermanshah 
Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The last group ' 
Iraqi Kurdish refugees residing 


Tapeh Rash Refugee Camp in S% 
e Pole Zahab, westem Ian, 1 


cember 22-23. 


The foreign ministers consid- 
ered holding talks between the 
belligerent parties on the basis of 
safeguarding the interests of all 
political groups and of the princi- 
pie of granting reciprocal conces- 
sions as the only way to restore 
peace to Tajikistan. 

În a letter to the UN Secretary 
Ganeral Boutrus Boutrus Ghali, 
Russian representative to the UN 
Sergei Lavrov and Iran’s Deputy 
Repreşemtatlive Majid Takit 


Ravanchi had called for the publi- 
cation of the joint statement. 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN ~— İIran-Russia joint 
statement on Tajikistan was pub- 
lished as a ducument of the United 
Nations Security Council oo Tues- 
day, IRNA reported from New 
York. 

The joint statement was issued 
at the end of the two-day talks in 
Tehran of foreign ministers Ali 


disseminating the Islamic culture. 
Fortunately, the government offi- 
cials are well aware of this fact 
and pay due attention in this re- 
gard, he noted. 

Nateq Nouri further stressed 
the need for Islamization of he 
universities, saying that the pres- 
ence of theologians in ceriers of 
the higher education wil help to 
achieve the above objective. 


Qazvin to Turn Into the 27th 
Province of Iran 


and moderate summers while the 
central and soulthem parts have 
arid amd semi-arid climate. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The northern city of 
Qazvin is to be tımed into a prov- 
ince, ا‎ approved the bill here 


and Tarom-e Sofla, Avaj and 
Abyek towns. 

Covering .14,570 square km. 
the province borders Alborz 
Mountain Range in the north and 
the Qazvin Play in the south. 

The soutkwestern and northern 
parts of the province have a moun- 
tainous weather with cold winters 


sion-makers in israel today. 


The so-called peace process has reached real deadlock. In 
other words, there is no practical way out of the present 
situation. The Palestinians should now realize that there can be 
no peace with the expansionist Zionist regime. Therefore, they 
had better find an alternative to the so-called peace process. 


Iran's Embassy Refutes Russian 
Daily Comments 


1lran and Russia, as independent 
and neighboring states, have es- 
tablished their bilateral ties on the 
basis of mutual interests, the state- 
ment stressed adding. Russia is 
not obliged to formulate its rela- 
tions with other countries accord- 
ing to U.S. interests. 


The paper had also claimed 
that Tehran-Moscow relations 
may create problems in Moscow- 
Washington ties. 

The statement further deplored 
the absurd remarks of ihe paper on 
the three Iranian islands in the 
Persian Gulf and said that such 
unfounded remarks stem from to- 
tal ignorance about historical facts 
and documents. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Iran's Embassy in 
Moscow in a statement on Tues~ 
day condemned futile comments 
by a Russian daily that Tebran- 
Moscow relations are against the 
agreemenils already reached be- 
tween Russia and the U.S., IRNA 
reported. 

nits last week issue, Segodnya 
commenting on the recent visit of 
Russian Foreign Minister, 
Yevgeny Primakov, to Iran wrote 
that although Russia does not con- 
sider its military cooperation with 
Iran conîrary to U.S. interests, it is 
likely that the American authori- 
ties are concerned over such a cO- 
operation between lan and 
Russia. 
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. îs expected t0 raise Nissan’s local ت‎ 


JANUABY 2, 1997 


Tekrar Times Service 
TEHRAN - Some 932 tons of 


crease of 43 percent compared to Abdırlhossein .Habibi, head of 

IRNA rëported.- . and industrial research added that 

Dates, pomegranate, the products-were exported to the 

raisin, pistachio, walnut, dried Upitaed. Arab Emirates .(UAE), 
frmit and henna were among major Romania, Armenia and Kuwait. 
Nissan Motor to Make Pulsar 

in Britain E 
Tehran Times Service ` . fo tım around its Europead car 
business, which is currently oper- 


slumping in the past several years 
witii' the. latest figure. lower than 


. the Deak 540,000 vehicles regis- 


fered in 1991; the paper said 
British production of the Pulsar 


output ratio in Europe in. terms of. 


3 overall. sales to. nearly 90 percent 


rec1s10n 
movements. 


TEHRAN - Nissan Motor Co. will 


begin producing the Pulsar small 
passenger car at its British plant in 
March 2000, the Nihon. Kogyo 
Shimburt said Wednesday, as 
quoted by . an IRNA-Kyodo- 
OANA dispatch. . 1 
Al an estimated investment of 


`5 billion to 1O bilin yen, Nissan 


bined annual rate of 100,000 vehi- 
cles, the industrial daily said. . 


The Pulsar is the second-best 
selling Nissan car in Europe, fol- 
lowing the March. The addition of 
the model to the Nissan produc- 
tion list at the British unit is to try 


. RAYMOND WEIL 


` GENEYE 


TEHRAN TIMES 
Zagros Development Project Hamedan and Yazd Export 
1813 Tons of Farm Products 


Covers 16 Provinces 


mented on an area with a length of 
1760 kms and width of about 200 
kms, it covers one fifth of the 


country. 

A total of 150 billion cubic me- 
ters of water from annal rainfall is 
accumulated in the Zagros area, 
that is 30 percent of the total rain- 
fall of the country. 

Furthermore 50 billion cubic 
meters of water flow into the area, 
equa! to 40 percent of the flowing 
water in fhe country. 

The project includes: 68 large 
and small danmıs which are either 
constructed or are under constroc- 


Gon. 


With a capacity of about 25 bî 
lion cubic meters, the dams can 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - The Zagros Develop- 
ment Plan which covers 16 prov- 


inces of the country comprises 
projects in the fields of dam buikl- 


Khuzestan, Ilam, Kohkiloyeh- 
Boyer Ahmad, Fars, Hormuzgan 
and Kerman, IRNA reported. 


The project will cover 83 cities, 
34,059 villages with a total popu- 
lation of 16 million. Being imple- 


3.8m Tons of Processed Steel 
Produced Since March 


steel are expected to be produced 
by end of the year on March 20, 
1997. 

He added that 1,146,170 tons 
of iron bars, $29,427 tons of rods, 
33.770 tons of pipes, 77,377 tons 
of junctions and 144.350 tons of 
slabs were produced by his conı- 
pany between March 20 and De- 
cember 20, 1996. : 


8Sazaar Ghaem 25709303 
Sadaf Bazaar - Aghdassieh 2 024 


Khaled Estanbol: 


Habibi - Tajrish 


EEE 
Negin 8711487 
Noghrechi Bazaar - No. 3 5621793 


Peyman Golestan - Shahrak-e-Ghods Q77 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - A total of 3,850,000 
tons of processed steel were pro- 
duced between March 20 and De- 
cember 20, said deputy head of 
National Iranian Steel Company in 
charge of plan and budget affairs 


er Ry a Hl, the Na- 


function for deposits up to a cer- 
tain ceiling, while sams beyond 
the ceiling will be automatically 
invested in bonds and other secu- 
rities, the paper said. 


Mini-Hydroelectric 
Plants to Be 


province, oficial 

Hcad of thc board's research 
division, Rocskin Har, said here 
Saturday the plans will make use 


of small rivers flowing through 


the villagcs in the province. 

He said thal at present, ihe 
board is assessing the feasibility 
of constructing hese mini-lhydro- 
electric plants and thal a Sin 


n naga 
N. Sumatra —- PT Pclab Uhan In- 
donesia (Pelindo-I) in the coming 
fiscal ycar (1997-1998) plans lo 
invest rp 11.3 billion for the up- 


grading and rehabilitation of fa-. - 
cilitics in various scaporls in 


North Sumatra. 


These funds will be allocatcd - 
far a project which covers dredg- : ` 
ing of port basins. coastal recla- 


malion as well as picr and 
warchousce rchabilitaion, PT Pc- 


lindo-I’s spokesman Hasyim Lu- < 


bis said here at tbe weckecnd. 


eal Prices Confound Pundits 
: Hgain in 1996 


dpb early in 1996, reports that Iraq 
wanted to conclude a limited UN 
oil-forfood deal caused prices to 
fall by up o 3 dollars. 

By the time of Iraq’s return in 
December, oil's strength was al- 
ready underpinned by a shortfall 
in stocks, more buoyant than ex- 
pected world demand and the fajl- 
ure of huge rises in non-OPEC 
production to’ fully materialize as 


analysts predicted for 1996, IRINA predicted. 

reported froth London. Analysts have continmed io be 
No one forecast any sustained very conservative in their price 
price increases 12 mouths ago, forecasts for 1997, again throwing 
where predictions were commonly caution to the wind by suggesting 
estimated below 1995 rates. Some rates are more likely to decline 
.. @VEen warmed that prices coukl than stay strong and even dive by 

dxop as low as 5 dpb if Iraqi oil rfe- the second half of the year. 
Relatively Rosy Prospects for Stock 

Market Next Year: Analysts 
SEOUL — prospects of the stock the ruling party's railroading the 
market for the coming year are labor reform bills through parlia- 
relatively bright, as far as long- ment in December, have been 
tem markej trends are concemed. blamed for lhe poor performance. 
The market will bottom out The slowing economy, marked 
during the year’s first half and wil by the deceleration of its growth 
then begin to rally along with (hê pace from nine percent in 1995 to 
economy in the second half. the estimated 6.5 percent for the 
Investors, disappointed wilh passing ycar, caused three compa- 
the stock market crash towards the nies listcd in the first division of 
end of the year, are now con the stock market 10 £0 bankrupt 
cerned about the level of the bot-  — Woosung Construction, Kuny- 
tom. How far will it fall and when oung and Samick Musical Insiru- 

will it rebound? ments. : 
Analysts dare say the bollom The market was brisk in May, 
Korea Composite Stock Price In. sending the KOSPI upwards 
qex (KOSPD) level will be some- closer to the 1,000-point level, and 


the govemment announced plans 
to supply ‘ncw . shares worlh no 
less than 2.5 trillion won in the 
third quarter. 

Investors have had to worry 
about a glut of shares through the 
end ofthe year. . 

In addition, financial scandals, 
including those which led {o the 
arrests of a former defense minis- 
ter, a banker and an incumbent 
head of the Securities Watchdog 
Agency, poured cold a 
the market. 


LibY Fonomy 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - The evident strength 
in oil prices has contmmed to con- 
found pundits right up to the end 
of 1996 with rates staying firm on 
the prospect of prolonged freezing 
weather in Europe and the U.S . 
The UK's benchmark Brent blend 
rose fo 23.70 dollars per barrel 
(dpb) Monday to leave prices av- 
eraging at more than 20 dpb for 
the year, well above the 1995 av- 
erage of 17.20 and far more than 


where between 600 and 700 


points. 

This year, lhe market suffered a 
plunge of 26.7 percent in terms of 
the KOSPI, one of the worst 
showings in its history. It closed 
the ycar at 651.22 points, down 
more than a third of the year’s 
Eh OE 96. E Ei oa MEY 


` The slowing economy, an over- 
supply of shares and such extemal 
market factors as the political con- 
troversy and industrial unrest over 


11 State Higher Educutionul Institutions 
Seek fo Be Privatited in Mongolia 


of the World Bank the institutions 
will be turned into non-commer- 
cial private organizations, an 
IRNA-MONTSAME-OANA dis- 
patch reported from Ulaanbaatar. 


The schools will be privatized 
by tender. 

The committee in conjunction 
with the Enlightenment Ministry 
will choose winners in the tender. 


Real estate on the properties 
will be privatized on a gratis basis 
as long as the buildings are used 
for educational purposes. . 


The first institrtion to be pri- 
vatized is Hkely to be the Finan- 
cial-Economical University of 
Ulaanbaatar, one of the most pres- 
tigious institutions in Mongolia. 
Graduates of that school are in 
great demand and the commitice 
believes it can get along wilhout 
state financial support. 


The stale highcr educational 
system consists of 7 universities, 4 
institutes and colleges, in which a 
total of 27,000 students are en- 
rolled. 


Excluding Mongolian state 
University, all are subject to priva- 
tization. 


Tehran Tines Service 
TEHRAN + In conjunction with 
1997 plans for education reform 
11 state higher educational institu- 
tions have applied to the state 
property conimitiee for permission 
to be privatized in Mongolia. 

According to a project drawn 
up by the committee with the help 


Industries 
Contribute 18 
Percent to GDP 


TEHRAN — Share of industries 
in gross domestic product (GDP) 
is currenly 18 percent and is 
expecled to reach 25 percent by 
he end of the Second 
Development Plan (1995-1999), 

Minister of industries Moham- 
mad Reza Nemaitzadeh further 
said on Sunday that the share was 
1O percent during tbe 1980-88 
Iraqi imposed war. 

Siressing importance of indıis- 
trial design and its role in develop- 
ment, he said, “So far 800 design 
engineering units, 80 research and 
renovation companies as well as 
500 rescarch and development 
centers have been set up al various 
factories. RNA) 
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Supplication of Kumayl ٠ 0 


gman VAIN" 


Would that I knew, may Master, . 


No such opiuion is held of You! 1 إ‎ 
Nor has such been reported — thanks to 


ی ی چ ی ج نھ ب 


ا tongues voicing sincerely‏ ا 
the profession of Yoxıur Oneness and ٤‏ 
ا giving thanks to You in praise;‏ 


hearts acknowledging Your divinity 


minds encompassing knowledge of You 
until they have become humble; 

and limbs speeding to the places 

of Your worship in obedience and 


entreating Your forgiveness in submission. 


My Lord, and You know my weakness 
before a little of this world’s 


أ my Allah and my Protector,‏ أ 
أ whether You will givé the fre‏ ا 


dominion over faces 


fallen down prostrate beforë Your Greatness; 


through verification; 


Your Bounty —- concerning. You, 


O All-Generous! 


1 

2 

HH 

٣ tribulations and punishments and 

before those ordeals which befall its dwellers, 
i even though it is a tribulation and ordeal 

ا 

1 

H 

ٍ 


whose stay is short, 


whose subsistence is but little and 
whose period is but fleeting. 


iene aêtêmnecêa etna yS a en ROO HARA tte BERRIES RRR <TH enc ran aD 


German Tourisî Stealing Ancieni 
Frescoes Caught Red Handed 


LUXOR, Egypt —Anı Egyptian 


commission of inquiry said - , 


` at the temples of Karnak in Luxor, 


it was satisfied with . 
the way in which a Fıench team 
was: conducting restoration work 


southern Egypt. 


The commission was set up to ., 
ity ofthe archeological work by lhe 


Kamak French Egyptian center and ُ 


comes amid recent criticism by. . 1 
Egypt's antiquities chief of foreign 


archeological projects. : 
Commission member Hossam 


Eddin Abdel Hamid said tbe initial’. . , 


conclusion from the investigalion ° 
was that the French team’s work 

was “100 percent correct. " The 
center "has had recourse 1o the 


most sophisticated restoration’ .. 7 - 
technology . .. And has relied inits . 


work on the most recent and mosi 
authentic scientific studies," 
Hamid told reporlers. 

Kamak antiquities inspecto: 


Sayyeda Abdel Radi in Kama. 7 - 


BH: 


کا 


1 و ا‎ 
ike almanacs of the lS 


had accused the cenmer of using 


harmful materials such as blacl 


cement for its restoration worl 
and of damaging some archcologi 1 
cal pieces. 

Earlier this mouth, Ali Hassar- 
lhe new secretary general of 
Highér Antiquities Council, a °. 
cused staff on foreign archcolog: *. 
cal projects of using digs fC .. 


On Action 


year. 


SIR JOHN DENHA, ‘-. 


some marble pieces in Ephesus, 
was released pending tial on 


charges of attempting to smuggle. 


ancient artifacts out of the coun- 
try. No trial date has been set yet. 


` Ephesus lies just outside Sel- 
cuk, about 90 kilometers (56 
iles) south of the Aegean Port of 
Izmir. 


historical monuments as covered bazaar, 


TEHRAN TIMES 
Spiderman's i Developer Molds Collection Encompassing 
History of Modern Sculpture 


multirmillion-dollar accumulation. 
Includcd in the collection is 
Rodin’s '‘Eve, '’ Picasso’s Head, 
Maltisse"s ‘‘Large Seafed Nude," 
Brancusi’s ‘‘The Kiss, "" Joan 
Miro’s ‘‘Moorbird’" Alberto 
Giacomeili"s bust of his brother. 

“We just selected pieces that 
we wantcd 1o live wilh, and that 
we loved oursclves.” Nasher said. 
"With our good fortunc they really 
turned out lo be important works." 
But now, Nasher wants to share 
the conıpicte collection with the 
public. Normally only a portion of 
the collection is fcaturcd at a 
5 5 

*Hc"s very generous in terms of 
loans, but he doesn’t relish having 
this many works out at one time,” 
said Sleven Nash, chicf curator of 
fine Arts Museums of San 
Francisco, where about 73 pieces 
of the collection are currently on 
display. 

Early next year, 110 of 
Naslcr’s pieces will appear at 
New Yorks Guggenheim. 


When pieces are on loan, ز‎ 


Nasher feels as if his home is 
partially bare. So, he visils the 
showings whenever he can break 
away. 

“It’s fun to just sit and watch 
the people as they relate to the 
works of art," he said. “It’s fun to 
listen, you know, them not 
knowing who you are." : 

ap 


SELCUK, Turkey — A German 
tourist trying to steal frescoes 
from the ancient city of Ephesus 
was canght in the act and arrested, 
a report said Tuesday. ر‎ 
Manfred Lehmann, 66, was 
spotted with a hammer trying to 
break free frescoes on a column in 
front of a brary built in 135, the 
Anatolia News Ageucy said. 
Lehmann, who also picked 


TEHRAN —— Kermanshah, a historic city in the western part of Iran has inherited many 


collection 1o become the corc ofan 
advanced center of the siudy of 
modern sculpture, there is a strong 
possibility Texas will renıain the 
historical colection’s home. 
“Dallas is so important to U.S. 
because Lhis is where we live. And 
this is where we raised our family 
and our business, and (where) we 
developed the collection," he said. 
*So, it would be nice to be able {o 
have it properly acquircd into the 
community." 

Jordan, who first urged Nasher 
and his lale wife, Patsy, to display 
their colfleciion in southern 
Methodist University’s gallery, 
said the ¢ollcction would bce an 
imporlant cullural addition to any 
community. : 

"The importance of ihe 
collection lics in its breadllh and ils 
depths," be said. "This jis a 
collcclion of references. This is 
the collection the scholars will 
always have to refer to and siudy 
and usc as a point of comparison." 

The Nashers didn"1 even realize 
the importance of (heir 
possessions until Jordan 
approached {herm in the late 1970s. 
*They were a litle hesilanl at first 
whether their collection was worth 
showing," he said, but "it tumed 
out to be just spectacular." 

And the small exposure was 
enough to lake the Nashers” 
collection around the world after 
its meager beginnings in (he 19505 
during archaeological digs in 
Colombia. 

Since the early 1980s, parts of 
the collection have been fcaturcd 
in Madrid, London, Tel Aviv, 
Berlin, Venice and New York. 


"We never really thought about 
a collection per se ... that was not 
our goal," Nasber said. “We just 
determined that it would be fm 
from an educational point of view 
for our children and from an 
aesthetic point of view for 
ourseives.” 


The hobby that began four 
decades ago with $5 and $10 
sculptures has grown into a 


DALLAS —Art history textbook 
pages come alive in Ray Nasher’s 
yard. Each day as the millionaire 
real-estate developer looks out 
any of the large, picture windows 
of his north Dallas home, he sces 
the three-dimensional sculptures 
of Henry Moore, Henri Matisse 
and Pablo Picasso that some only 
view on the flat page of a book. 

His Muqeunmr-style home seems 
miniature when compared to the 
famous sculptures that surround it 
in an 8-acre (-hectare) sculpture 
garden that neighbors casually jog 
around. 


Although Nashc: has poured 
himself into creating just the righ! 
home for himself and his art 
collection, he is now exploring 
options for a new perfect sciting,. 
One option is Dallas’ Muscum of 
Art. However, olber cities are 
also chipping at the chance to have 
part or all of (he $250 nuillion 
historical sculpture collection that 
includes more than 300 picces that 
span works from Rodin through 
Joel Shapiro. The Nalional 
Gallery of Art in Washington, 
D.C., the Tate Gallery in London 
and the Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Museum in New York City bave 
all expressed interest. "The 
collection is without question the 
most important privatciy heid 
collection of modem sculpture in 
the worid,’’ said Dr. William B. 
Jordan, an art historian who 
recently retired as deputy director 
of Fort Worth’s Kimbell Art 
Museum. 


Dallas city manager John Ware 
recognizes the collection’s 
importance and doesn’t plan to let 
his city miss he opportunity. 

This August, Dallas approved a 
$250,000 study to build an arts 
district home for Nasher’s 


*Dallas will overnight become 
world class in lhe art world," Ware 
said. But Nasher isn’t promising 
anything just yek He wants lo 
make sure his collection is 
maintained and housed properly. 

If that can be achieved along 
with finding a way for his 
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Publisher Seeks 
Bankruptcy 
Protection 


NEW YORK — Marvel 
Entertainment Group, the comic 
book publisher whose stable of 
super-heroes includes Spiderman, 
filed for protection in bankruptcy 
court last Friday. 

Under the plan subrmitled to the 
court, Marvel would embark on a 
525-nillion-dollar recapitalization 
campaign in a bid to end three 
years of tough economic times. 

In November, Marvel trimmed 
its work force by L15 workers, or 
a third of its staff. 

By diluting the capital held by 
the public, the plan is expected io 
increase the clout of investor Ron 
Perelman, who already holds 
about 80 percent of Marvel’s con- 


court protection because the hold- 
ers of bonds issued by Marvel's 
holding companies — among 
them financier Carl Icahn — 
could not agree on a reorganiza- 
tion plan. 

“We would have preferred 1o 
recapitalize Marvel without hav- 
ing lo seek the aid of the court, but 
the actions and positions taken by 
the bondholders prevented that ap- 
proach,” said Scott Sassa, chair- 
man and chief executive officer of 
Marvel, in a statement. 

Under the plan, Marvel would 
get 365 million dollars in New 
Capital from Andrews Group, 
Perelman’s investment fund. In 
exchange, Marvel's creditors 
would provide 160 million dollars 
to finance a stralegic investment 
plan. 

Marvel said it would honor all 
ifs debis and maintain normal 
credit temas with its suppliers and 
licensors. 

The filing does not affect Mar- 
vel’s Panini subsidiary based in It- 
aly, or its restaurant activities. 

Toy Biz, another subsidiary, 
also continues to be independently 
listed on the stock 

Marvel was at 2. 37 per share 
Thursday on Wall Street. (AFF) 


caravanserai, arcades, mosques, lakaya and hossanıyehs. The decoration of the said attractions are very beautiful, specially’ the. tle. 
works. One is Mo”avenolmolk Tekiyeh which is located at the center of Kermaashah. It was built some Hihê 1890 A.D. In the 
years that saw the height of Constitutional Movement at the tarn of the century, the Tekiyeh was des Later, ia 
1910, the Tekiyeh was restored. yed. however, 
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URdcrstandins Kung Fu as 

. Described by a Master: 3 

Tehran Times Service ٤ 2 
TENNIS aie 


` skills of Kung Fu: 
What 1 Kung Fu 


. Philippoussis Destroys French Hopes 
o | PERTH, Australia: The explosive serves of Australia’s 
the Î Mark Philippoussis Tuesday destroyed France in the 
werl 800,000 Australian-dollar (U. S. $640,000) Hopman 
TF [Cup Tennis mixed team tournament. 


ope) ier a promising start for France when Mary 


Pierce 


practiced sînce 4,000. years’ agp. In ancient times, 
e fu appeared and was completed Httle.by little 
and gradually it turned into a perfect sport and then 
kung fu was scientifically introduced and its techni- 
cal principles and philosophy. of psychology were 
compiled and completed so that it tumed into one 
of the. most advanced martial arts. Kung fu brîrigs 
about health, cultivation of the mind. King fu tech- 
niques do not emphasize on power bit as ã general | 
principle advise on e it e to ا‎ last a. 


“ر و 


e ETFS al cee YR 


TT UF, L~ TET" TET PT EETIFIFT D-' 


"uaF Ba eg 


The kung fu player should become aware of his ri- 
val’s power and does not react:against it. He should 
always turn the rival's techinique into.his technique 
and also get, maximum benefit from the rival's tac- 
tics to perform his own tactics — itis called in kung 
fu view vee (per se). Meditation, ‘Chee; (breathing), ” 
and energy. néeds no es since they. are: ac ا‎ 
quired per se. 0 


On the whole, the martîal arts can be divided i into | 
five paris: Fi 
1) Rotative strokes of hand including all ا‎ 
niques of hand,. fist, palm, knee,. elbow, shoulder ا‎ 
and forearm as well as head and ‘thigh. Of course, ÎÛ 
some techniques such as claws of eagle and beak of | 
crane are trained in some schools : ء‎ 
2) Strokes of leg involîri all techniques of leg |... 
E r e rg i 5 
3) Consecutive tediqiqües. includiig 71 difierint 
.angled and iöcking technîqies:. :: : 


4) Throw-downs including 36 inîqucê ا‎ 
5) Martial | weapons a e different! 


in the Ten-Day Dawn gy mnastic 
championships due on February 
12-14 in Tehran. 

Iraq, India, Hungary, Greece, 
Kazakhstan have also been invited 
to participate in the intemational 
cotmpetitions. RNA 


Federation, France, Azerbaijan, 
Tajikistan and Syria have already 
expressed their readiness to send 
teams to the sporling event to be 
held during the Ten-Day Dawn 
period (February 1-11) marking 
the anniversary of the victory of 


Africans Favored in Traditional 
New Year's Eve Race 


GMD), while the men begin at 
5:00 p.m. (1900 GMT). 
` Despite the large field, Marcelo 


` Eduardo Braga, onie of {he organ- 


izers of tbe event, said no more 
than 10 men ahd fîve women have 


ary real chance of standing, on the . 


podîum among the top five finish- 
eS. 

Braga and most sports com- 
mertators pick Kenyan atiletes to 
win the men’s division. Among 


pion Paul Tergat Simon Chem- 
woyo, the winner in 1992 and 
1993, Joseph Kimani and Peler 


Tergat, 27, said he hai been 
training for the SL Silvester since 
November and that his chief con- 
cem was the beat of the southern 

“! am in excellent physical 
shape, but my performance will 
depend on the weather,” Tergat 
sald at a news conference. “The 
ê eat aD nll {Bere e Ihe 
batter I will nun.” 


SAO PAULO, Brazil — African 
runners are favored to win the 
72nd St. Silvester Road Race, the 
traditional New Years Eve com- 
petition on the streets of South 
America’s biggest City. 

At least 12,000 athletes — 
about 9,000 and 3,000 
women — from some 20 countries 
will run Tuesday in he 15-kîilo- 
meter (9.3-mile) race along wide, 


skyscraper-lined avenues and . 


through narrow, twisting streets of 
downtown Sao Paulo. 

Competing for a top prize of 
$10,000, runners will take the 
place of the cars, Lnucks and buses 
that normally clog and polluie this 
city of 10 million. 

This year’s field includes some 
300 forcign athletes, from the 
United States. Australia, Mexico, 
Argentina, Uruguay, Venezucla, 
Peru. Chile. Bolivia, Ecuador, 
Paraguay, Colombia, Italy, South 
Africa, Algeria, Kenya, Eliopia, 
Burundi and the Netherlands. 

Women athictes start the St. 
Silvester Racc at 3:15 p.m. (1715 


LAHORE, Pakistan (Dec. 31): Former Pakistan cricket star- 
turned politiĞan Imran Khan shakes hands with his party sup- 
porlers during a visit to his constituency while campaigning 
for the National Assembly seat. Khan who is the chief of his 
own party “Tehrik-i-Insaaf (movement for justice) kicked off 
his own election campaign for the general elections in Paki 
stan, which are scheduled for february 3, 1997. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


whipped Nicole Bradtke, Philippoussis’ merciless as- BREST, France (Dec. 31): The trimaran “Sport Elec” passes a (Part 20) : 

the sault overwhelmed Guy Forget in the men’s singles super tanker entering Brest, as Olivier de Kersauson and his 3 ٤ 

er Îand proved the lethal factor in the decisive mixed crew of six leave to fry to win jules Veme Trophy (around the fie brinciples of kang Fu 1 1 ا‎ 

E kg od ln e 2 days), ay held by New ander . 

famaran “Enza” in 74 days; 32 hours 

j | Australia's 2-7 win in 0 crucial ا ا‎ ٠ un- nere .| Kung fu jis the main mar- : 

; | seeded home nation still have some chance of playing tial art in Far East where و‎ 

2 tin the final Saturday, while fourth-seeded France, still 7 Countries Ready to Take Part VaR techniques of ل‎ 

to play title holders Croatia, are out of contention for : martial Ars ake Dê ES 8 
ea I O in In] Wrestling Contests and kung fu has had an ^ 

Trance have ۴ es in rna! on 

5 2 8 TEHRAN — Pakistan, Estonia, the Islamic Revolution. undeniable influence. on 1 

+g, EINE down to the United States 2-1 in the first Î ag paiegine announced Ieadiness The fourday iemmtiorel | all triartial arts of the East - : 

to in tbe Takhti sched . ۳ 

. | Medvedev Joins KeJelnikov as First Round E r ing Con- ary arr ape city nN el e ۳ 

A tests due to begin on February Il, of Sari. a ere 

alty bringing the mumber of participant În related news, Syria has said an i se- 1 

ADELAIDE, Australia: Andrei Medvedev joined Jevgeny countries to seven. it will dispatch a team to take part | cretly or openly -. have 


Kafelnikov as a seeded casualty in the first round of 


pionship at memorial drive here Tuesday. 


The Ukrainian third seed finished the year on a dismal 
note falling to American Jonathan Stark in straight 
sets. : 
Medvedev showed little fight in a 6-1, 6-1 thrashing by 
Stark in further bad news for tournament organizers 
following Monday's demise of top seed and French 
Open champion Kafelnikov. 
The world No. 3 Russian was dumped from the tour- 
nament in just 49 minutes by Swede Mikael Tillstrcm, 
6-2, 6-2. 

Four seeds out in first round of New 


Zealand Woınen’s Tennis 


AUCKLAND: The International Women’s Tennis Tour- 
nament here Tuesday lived up to its reputation as no 
respecter of form with four seeds out in the first round 
of the U.S.$107,500 ASB Bank Classic. 


(seventh), Belgium’s Dominique van Roost (sixth) and 
hurdle as sunshine replaced cyclone Fergus's torren- 
tial rain which canceled Monday's play. 
The biggest surprise was Schett’s 6-4 6-4 loss to Ger- 
man 16-year-old Marlene Weingartner making only 
her second appearance in the main draw of a WIA 


Tour event thanks to a wildcard. 
Bruguera Sprinls Past Stich 


DOHA: Sergi Bruguera, Spain’s former dual French 
Open champion, caused the upset of the day here on 
Tuesday eliminating fourth seed Michael Stich 6-3, 6-1 
in the 625,000-dollar ATP Tournament. 

Bruguera, who slipped to 81 in the world this year af- 
ter a series of injuries, was a revelation against Stich, 
the 1991 Wimbledon champion, on a surface that is 
usually considered too fast for him. 


“tt sounds surprising but Bruguera was too fast for me 
today,” Stich said. : 
FOOTBALL 

Savicevic lo Leave AC Milan 
ROME: Dejan Savicevic will definitely leave AC Milan 
at the end of the season and join either Manchester 
United or Monaco, sports daily Corriere Dello Sport re- 
vealed on Tuesday. 
The 30-year-old Montenegrin said: “My time here is 
over. I know already that I will be sold by AC Milan to 
the highest bidder. It will very probably be Manches- 
ter United but it seems Monaco have also made a 
good offer.” 
His contract with the five-time European Cup champi- 
ons however does not run out till June 1998. 
Corriere Dello Sport added the departure of Savicevic 
has been planned for some time, even before the arri- 
val of new coach Arrigo Saachi about a month ago. 
And the paper added AC Milan will ask for 10 billion 
lire (6.5 million dollars). 


“Rp 


` Îthe U.S.$328,000 Australian Hardcourt Tennis Cham- 


` Î Austrians Barbara Schett (fourth) and Karin Kschwendt 
I Frenchwoman Alexandra Fusai (eighth) fell at the first 


7 2 و 
للل ب 
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ic. 

1 He was speaking al a car- 
naval-ike rally in Belgrade on 
New Year's Eve, when at least 
200,000 people jammed the city 
streets despite the freezing 
weather. 


*FP) 
(Contd from Pg. 1) 


NEW .... 


U.S. firms and persons be sued in 
U.S. cots by U.S. nationais or 
companies for profiting from their 
former property which Cuba na- 
tonalized after the 1959 revolu- 


which do business in Cuba. 
Clinton must decide by January 
16 whether to waive Title I 
again, or to let the U.S. law’s most 
controversial clause take effect. 


arr) 
(Contd from Pg. 1) 


PRESIDENT .... 


Mehran was completely fev- 
elled to the ground by the Iraqi 
forces during the war time. Some 
3,500 residential and coımmercial 
units were constructed or recOon- 
structed in {his war4orn city since 


. the end of war in 1988 


(Contd from Pg. 1) 


SUDAIT ESE asso 
Turabi told a parliamentary 

committee that the aggression was 

planned by Israel and the United 


` States, in Eritrea, one of Sudan’s 


eastern neighbors, along with dis- 
banded Sudanese political parties. 

“Eritrea and (he opposition 
have of late taken to practices of 


` looting and sabotage by planting 


landmines and dı hi 
cles,” he added. 1 

Eritrea hosts an alliance of Su- 
1 EF ies fiphti 
in southem Sudan against the Is- 
lamic military government in 
Khartoum. 


GComdfrom Pg) 
LIBYA .... 


JANA adled that India has 


Sunday on the first visit there by 
‘an Israeli head of state. 
: arr) 


According to Haaretz, Netan- 
yahu called Peres, the former 
prime minister Tuesday night to 
brief him on talks on Israel's 
troop redeployment in Al-Khalil. 

Israel last had a goxernment 
of national unity between 1988 
and 1992 when neither Labor ror 
Likud had enough votes to fom 
a governing coaliuion in Parlia- 


ment. 
The Islamic Resistance Move- 
mért (Hamas) pledged revenge on 


Woecdnesday for a renegade Israeli . 


soldiers attack in Al-Khalil and 


“Hamas pledges to its people 
and the entire world that the Zion- 


isis” crime will not go unpunished 


for very long and that overall re- 
sistance io the occupation will 
continge until our people bave re- 
gained ali their rights,” the Pales- 
tinian Hamas group said. 

Iermeli soldier N Fried 
opened fire on Palestinians in an 
open-air market in AI-Khalil on 
Wednesday, wounding at least six 


in a New Year's day attack aimed 1 


.{Contd from Pg. 1) 


SERBIAN ... 
Belgrade is expected to give 
its response by Friday to the 
team from the Organization for 
ity and Cooperation in 
(OSCE), which has 
it to accept the gains by 
e E co 
Together candidates won 13 . 
of Serbia's biggest towns and 


“We don’t want to listen to 
their lies any more, so from 7:30 
p.m.to 8:00 p.m. (1830 to 1900 
GMT) — we will make noise,”” a 


shows are the only ones that can 
be seen all over the country. 
Belgrade students, who nave 
been holding their own protest 
marches, also planned to join in 
tbe “noisy” action on the first 


day of 1997. 
The Serbian opposition 
started the New Year vowing to 


“accomplish in 1997 what we 
started in 1996,” in the words of 
one of its leaders, Zoran Djind- 


IRAN’S ORIGINAL HOUSE OF 


Vanak Sq., Tehran 


AUTHENTIC JAPANESE CUISINE 


. TEPPAN YAKI 
. TATAMI ROOM 
. SUSHI BAR 


O #E# 
Japanese Restaurant 
No. 30 Shahid Kodami (Ban St.) 


Tel: 8773735 & 8776301 


ÇG 


` LUNCH 12:00-13:00 DINNER 18:30-23:04 
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` Wednesday and were patrolling 


the area, Bilican said. 
(Contd from Pg. 1) 
KABUL. ... 


lets, canon shells and flares 
which illuminated the clear night 


However, how many bombs 
were dropped and or what loca- 
tion — if ãny at all — could not 
be immediately confirmed. The 
ferocity of the ground fire made 


days, seemingly an angıy re 
sponce to Taleban gains north of 
Kabul made last week. 

Taleban military sources told 
AFP Wednesday that their forces 
had made some further advances 
into villages south of the key Ba- 
gram Airbase — controlled by 


forces. hostile to the Taleban — .' 


but this could not be inde. 
pendently confined. 

a) 
(Contd from Pg. 1) 
PALESTINIANS.. 


“We call on the Israeli govem- 
ment to immediately put an end to 
such acts and help protect the 
peace process,” he added. 


Arafat also spoke by telephone 


with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak to inform him of the in- 
cident, his spokesman said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 


forging a national unity govem- 
mert with the party of Shimon 
Peres, if the governing majority 
continues to be s0. irresponsi- 
ble,’ the paper said. 

"I car"t get anything passed 
with such a majority,” the daily 
quoted Netanyahu as saying. 
Sharon. a firm believer that Is- 
racl should include all the bibli- 
cal Hebrews” lands, and five 
other ministers of ihe ruling coa- 
lition refused to support Netan- 
yaku Monday when the far-right 


Another 15 ruling coalition 
deputies, who also oppose the 
accord on a handover of the 
West Bank city of Al-Khalil to 


those who contest the accord re 
ally do not wish to oust tlhe gov- 
cemmenf, a siep which would 
require 61 votes from the 120- 
scal Knesset. 
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KARACHI, Pakistan January. 1): Pakîstani police arrests an injured leader of a religious youth wing of 
Jamaati-lslami J) after the baton charge on the New Year night, here. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


ing around with their faces uncov- 
ered, this kind of situation will 
create corruption,” The head of 
the Supreme Court explained it 
differently. 

“Sharia (Islamic law) allows 
women to have their faces un- 
veiled as long as there is no sign 
of agitation or lust. 

However, we are now in an 
emergency situation, so it is right 
that women should have their 
faces veiled," Chief Justice Al-Haj 
Maulawi Abdul Gaffur Sanani 
said in a recent interview. 

Observers in Kabul said one of 
the reasons for the edicts was the 
Taleban were keen to retain the 
purity of their movement despite 
the attractions of the relatively 
cosmopolitan capital. 

“Many of the Taleban fighters 
are from the villages of south Af- 
ghanistan where these codes of 
behavior are a way of life. 

The Taleban believe that living 
in Kabul softened and corrupted 
the last regime so much that they 
were eventually forced to give up 
the city. They don't wam their 
own men going the same way," 
said one observer who requested 
anonymity. 

Talcban not against women 
working under right circurostances 
Maulawi Baligh insisted the Tale- 
ban were not against women 
working or being educated, but the 
circumstances are not fight. . 

“In principle we are not against 
women working or women’s edu- 
cation, but {hat requires security 
and the sciting up of segregated 
offices, schools and transporta- 
tion,” he said. (Reuter) 


(Contd from Pg. 1) 
T2... 


Turkish soldiers. 

The operation was launched 
Monday in pursuit of 100 1o 120 
members of the Kurdistan Work- 
ers’ Pariy (PKK). which is seeking 
to create a separate stale for ihe 
Kurdish people scattered mainly in 
easlern Turkey, Iraq and Iran. 

Turkish F-4 aircraft based here 
bombed Sinai{h. while Turkish 


troops crossed the border into Iraq 


in pursuit of fleeing PKK tighters. 


said Necati Bilican. the official . 


here in charge of coordinaing op- 
eralions against the PKK. 

Turkish troops ‘had advanced 
five kilometers (three miles) into 
norther iraq icriiory by late 


Iranian Ambassador Meets 


Armenian Archbishop 
TEHRAN — Iran’s Ambassador istering Divine rules. 
to Romania Mohammad Reza He referred to issues of mu- 
Morshedzadeh, met with patriar- tual interest such as the increas- 
chate Teoctist Arapasu, leader of ingly developing relations 
lhe Romanian Orthodox church between Iran and Romania, hold- 


ing of the 11th Joint Economic 
Commission in Terhan and ex- 
port of oil from Iran to Romania. 
The archbishop for his part 
termed Iran as a country with re- 
ligiously committed people, add- 
ing that there have always been 
good relations between the two 
nations of Iran and Romania. 


in Bucharest, on Wednesday 
where he emphasized the need 
for solidarity among divine relig- 
ions and cortinuation of dialog 
between Islam and Christianity. 
The diplomat congratulated 
lhe Romanian archbishop on the 
New Christian Year, saying that 
the Islamic Republic of Iran is a 
system based on religion admin- 


Pakistani Shia Muslim 
Leader Shoi Dedıd 


In the daylight ambush Naqavı, 
a candidate in the February 3 polls 
for a Punjab Assembly seat, was 
assasinated along with his 20-year 
old son, a bodyguard, his driver 
and a friend in Kot Lakhpat, an in- 
dustrial district in the suburbs of 
Lahore. 

Several religious leaders in- 
cluding TIP chief Sajid Naqavi 
condemned the murders, describ- 
ing them as a planned *"conspir- 
acy” to foment unrest. 

President Farooq Ahmed 
Leghari and Prime Minister Malik 
Meraj Khalid expressing grief and 
anguish over the killings, said the 
government would deal sternly 
with elements who wanted to 
achieve their “nefarious’" design 
by employing negative tactics. 

They also directed the provin- 
cial government to step up secu- 
rity to protect the lives and 


of citizens. 
property د‎ 


(Contd from Pg. 12) 


KABUL’S .... 


shroud-like veil that covers its 
wearer from head to toe, with only 
a small patch of gauze to see out 
of, is a tene! of the Islamic sect lo 
which most Afghans adhere. 

`“The viewpoint and decrees of 
our religion — Hanafi Sunni Is- 
lam — are rather strict and do not 
allow women to have the face un- 
veiled, '" he said. 

“For example, if ihe market is 
full of men, and women are walk- 


ISLAMABAD —- Unidentified 
gunmen have shot dead a Shia 
leader in the Pakistani Province of 
Punjab, the sixth killing there in 
24 hours, police sail Wednesday. 

Ayub Ali Siddiqui, president of 
the Multan chapter of the main 
Shia political party, the Tehrecek-i- 
Jafria Pakistan (TJP), was killed 
by two assailants on a motorbike, 
they said. 

Siddiqui, a barker, was retumn- 
ing home from his office late 
Tuesday in a scooter rickshaw 
when the assailants armed with 
automatic weapons opened fire as 
1he vehicle slowed at an inlersec- 
tion. 

The Shia leader who was criti- 
cally wounded was rushed to hos- 
pital where he died later. A 
passer-by was also shot but he 
was reported out of danger. 

Siddiqui"s murder came hours 
after a central TIP leader Zulfiqar 
Ali Naqavi and four olhers were 
gunned down in the Punjab capital 
Lahore by unknown attackers who 
sprayed his car with bullets. 


Iran Ranks Ist at lnt’l 
Qoran Recilalion 
Competition 
Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — Hassan Rabeeyan, 
the Iranian Qoran reciter, won the 
First International Qoran Recita- 
tion Contests held in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. 
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ng them onto a con” 


(AFP) 


35 Jrjured in Balcony Collapse 

Thirty five New Year revelers were injured 

after falling five meters (17 feet) when a wooden balcony col- 
police said Wednesday. 

Police said {0 people were on the balcony of a North Freman- 

tle apartment when it collapsed, throwing 


Sri Lanka Troops Kill 20 


AUSTRALIA -- Thai 
lapsed xear here, 


rrele surface. : 


spinal injuries. 


Rebels in Fresh Offensives 


officials said. adding that {here 
were no casualties among the 


A simultaneous military offen” 
sive was underway in the Vadanaa- 
rachchi sector of the northern 
peninsula of Jaffna where a top 
Tiger leader identified as Major 
Rajee was killed, officials said. 

The LTTE’s clandestine Voice 


` af Tigers radio confirmed the death 


of Rajee ina confrontation with the 
security forces in Vadamarachchi, 
and said he was one of their leaders 
from the eastern district of Batti- 


:caloa. 


In a statement from its London 
office Tuesday, the LTTE said that 
air force bombers heavily popu- 
lated Tamil villages in the Batti- 
caloa district and at least one 
civilian was killed. Afr) 


` COLOMBO — Security forces 


smashed a jungle base of Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas in eastern Sri 
Lanka Wednesday, killing at least 
20 rebels as troops kept up two 
offensives, officials said. 

Heavily armed government sol- 
diers backed by the air force de- 
stroyed the jungle base of the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) just east of the village of 


` Rukam in the district of Batticaloa. . 


officials said. 

"There were 10 Tigers al the 
base and all of {hem were killed 
and their weapons were recOv- 
ered," a local official said. "They 
were taken by surprise because 
they probably expected us to move 
in a different direction. *. 

Another nine rebels were killed 
just before troops stormed {he base, 


Rebels Blast Railway Bridge 
in India’s Assam State 


railed a crowded train and de- 
stroyed three carriages near 
Fakiragram in the remote district of 
Kokrajhar, remained at 38 
Wednesday. The bodies were 
transported to Guwahati Tuesday 
night for identification. ` 

Six of the 63 injured in the at- 
tack, meanwhile, remained in crili- 


cal condition, according to hospital ` 


sources. 


The day before, a road bridge in 


the state was blown up. 
since 1987 for a tribal homeland in 
Assam and adjoining, states, have 


not claimed responsibility for any : 
of the bombings but have been 


blamed by police and stale politi- 


ست « 


Bodies lie partially covered 


GUWAHATI, India — Indian 
tribal militants, blamed for a train 
bombing that killed 38 people 


Monday, destroyed a railway . 


bridge in another attack Wednes- 
day, police said. 

A police spokesman said Bodo 
rcbels blew up the bridge in the 
Darrang district of the far-eastern 
state of Assam at 1:50 am. (2020 
GMT) Wednesday using a remote- 
control borob. 

A goods train crossed the bridge 
near Goreshawar, around 100 kilo- 
melers (62 miles) north of Guwa- 
hati, shortly before the incident, 
but there were no casualties. 

The attack was the third in the 
state this week. 

The official death toll following 
Monday’s bombing, which de- 


KOKRAJHAR, India (Dec. 31): 


the Brahmaputra Mail passenger train (top) at Kokrajhar in 
northeastern Indian state of Assam, following two Dike the f. 
th پاچ او ا‎ 1 
ree com; 3 at 38 people. The Assam 

ment invited Bodo militants for peace talk: after the ital on, 
train. Initiãl reports had placed the death toll at over 100. 
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Hike this. It is like a 


: ”" said Mario Caramella, chef 
at the Grand Stanford Harbour View Hotel. 


LONDON, United Kingdom (Dec. 31): Henry Gano carves a large Happy New Year sculpture made ` 
of ice outside the Dorchester Hotel, London, where he works as a Kitchen Artist The sculpture has 
been carved out over wo days from sixty blocks of ice made out of 7,500 liters of wafer. Temperatures 
in Britain have been hovering around zero for days as freezing winds biow in from Europe. 

(AFP PHOTO) 


‘spite Scotland Yard’s now tradi 
tional appeal for people to stay 
away. 

The Yard stressed there would 
be no entertainment on offer, NO 
access to the fountains and CON 
stant danger of crushing. 

In 1982. two women were 
crushed to death in the square, and 
in 1992, police admitied (hey came 
near to losing control of a 120,000 
sirong crowd as crash barricrs 
Army gave a hoax bomb warning. 

af) 


The ovemight tcmperature was 
forecast at minus three degrees 
Celsius with the wind chill factor 
lowering it to at Icast minus 10. 

But that did not deter the thou- 
sands of merrymakers who blasted 
on whistles and stamped their feet 
1o keep warn as crowds built up in 
the last hours of 1996. 

As light snow fell, revellers 
were searched by police at barri- 
cades on the approaches to the 
square. 

It was thought that up to 
100.000 people would gather de- 


Polish Hostages in Yemen Free 


They were kidnapped on De- 
cember 26 by the Beni Jabr tribe, 
which is seeking financial com- 


Wednesday freed about half of 
some 300 people trapped by ava- 
lianches for six days in a tınnei in 
the Caucasus mountains in south- 
crn Russia, Russian television re- 


cd. 
A total of 148 people, 22 of 
them children, were taken by heli- 


The resi of the pcople still in the 
tunnc] were given food and warm 
clothing, it added. 

ITAR-TASS said the oncs that 
stayed bchind did so because they 
did noi want to abandon their cars, 
buses or trucks. 

Rescucrs are in permancnt radio’ 
conlact with {hcm. the ncws 
agency said. 

Some 100 rescucrs sirugglcd 
Wednesday to clcar snow from the 
trans-Cancasus highvay Icading to 
lhe Four-kilomcter {2. 5 mile) tun- 
ncl bul were hindered by morc ava- 
tanchcs and rock falls. fP2 


SANAA -- Five Polish tourists 
taken by armed tribesmen in 
Yemen were freed on Wednesday, 
a mediator in tbe negotiations said, 
but the Polish Embassy was unable 
to confirm their release. 

"The five hostages are being 
driven to Sanaa under armed es- 
cort," a senior trbal official who 
was mediating the Polish tourists” 
relcase told AFP. 

The Polish Ambassador to 
Yemen, Krzysztof Suprowicz, said 
he could not yet corfirm that the 
hostages had been freed. 


Clinton Invites 
Netanyahu to 
White House 


BAIT-UL-MOQADDAS — U.S. 
Presidem Bill Clinton invited Is- 
racli Prirnc Ministcr Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu to the White Housc at the 
bcginning of 1997 for ““stratcgic™ 
talks, the prime minister's spokes- 
man said Tuesday. 

U.S. mediator Dennis Ross de- 
liyered the invitation, in a ıncssage 
from Clinton in which the U.S. 
presidcm said he wants “lo be 
bricfed on the stralcgic situation” 
in the Middle Eas. Bazak said. 

Clinton also congratulated Ne- 
tanya “for his firm commilmeni 


to the road to peace," Barak said 
arP) 


LONDON — Thousands of revel- 
lers descended on Trafalgar 
Square late Tuesday to welcome in 
lhe New Year, braving the coldest 
New Ycar eve’s temperaturcs in 
central London for nearly 20 years. 


Their Hart-line, 


We 


Jurassic 


New Bodies Found, 
Bringing Total io 15 
in Greek Freighier 
Sinking 
ATHENS — Frogmen found two 
more bodjes from a2 Greek 
freighter which sank in heavy seas, 
bringing the umber of corpses re- 
covered to 15, the Merchant Ma- 
rine Ministry said on Wednesday. 

The cargo ship Diştos was car- 


„ rying 21 people when it went down 


Saturday while taking a load of 
cement from the eastem town of 
Volos to the port of Athens, Pi- 
raeus. 

‘The bodies of 10 crewmen and 
two women, the wives of officers, 
have already been found, and (he 
the body of a 12-year-old girl, the 
daughter of one of the ship’s offi- 
cers, was found overnight between 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Rescue workers are still looking 
for the corspes of five sailors. 

The only survivor of the trag- 
edy, a 22-year-old cadet, was 
washed overboard and rescued by 
a fishing boat. : 

The ship capsized in high winds 
off the eastern Evvoia peninsula 
with 21 people on board including 
18 crew late Saturday, but rescue 
operations were only launched the 
following morning, 

Greek authorities believe that 
the high winds probably caused the 
vessel’s cargo of 5,300 tons of ce- 
ment to shift, causing it to founder. 


(AFP) 
Rebels Stick 10 


Demand Release of Jailed Comrades 


nation for the relcase. : 

With Tuesday ’s relcase, two 
ambassadors - from Bolivia and 
Japan - remain among the officials 
and business leaders held hostage 
since the rebels stormed {he resi- 
dence Dec. 17, initially seizing 
morc than 500 people. 

In the meeting with journalists, 
a masked spokesman, who idenli- 
fied himself as rcbel leader Nestor 
Cerpa, denounced Fujinori’s gov- 
ernment, but said the rebels are 
open to mediation by anybody, in- 
cluding Cuban President Fidel 
Castro or Russian Presidcni Boris 
Yeltsin. 

He also dismisscd Fujimori's 
hint that the rebels might be al- 
lowcd to Icave the county. 

"If 1 had wantcd to Icave i 
would havc Icft clandcslincly, as 
surcly many dedicated pcoplc have 
donc," he said. 

The ncw rcbci statcments 
scemed to reduce any prospect ofa 
quick cend {o thc crisis, which be- 
gan when the guerrillas scized the 
residence of he Japancsc ambassa- 
dor during a cocktail party. 

Four haggard-looking hos- 
tages, including Japancsc ambas- 
sador Morihisa Aoki, also mc1 wilh 
the joumalists, who cntcrcd the 
residence despite policc opposi- 
tion. 

Peruvian Forcign Minister 
Francisco Tudela said hc and other 
hostages were bcing ircated well 
given the circumstances and were 
taking no rolc in trying to resolve 
the crisis, AP) 


PERU - Meeting with journalists 
far the first time since the hostage 
standoff began, Peruvian rebels 
holed up in the Japanese ambassa- 
dor’s residence reterated demands 
that their imprisoned comrades be 
freed. 

The tough position, announced 
Tuesday not long before two hos- 
tages were freed, seemed to Over-. 
ride earlier hints that the Tupac 
Amaru rebels might moderate their 
demands. Late Monday, president 
Alberto Fujimori refused to con- 
sider jail releases, but said that if 
the rebcls freed their hostages they 
ınight be allowed safe passagc to 
another counlry. 

The rebels revived their de- 
mand for the release of about 300 
fellow rebels during a nearly two- 
hour mecting with about 20 jour- 
nalists - including an Associaled 
Press photographer - who enilcred 
the residence for the first lime since 
the crisis began two wecks ago. 

On Tuesday afternoon, the re- 
bels released Honduran ambassa- 
dor Eduardo Martel and Argenline 
consul Juan Aronia Ibanez, leav- 
ing 31 hostages in the besicged 
compound. 

The freed hostagcs looked re- 
faxed as they walked oul of the 
walled compound. They were 
taken to a military hospital for 


Ibanez said the last thing he did 
was to say goodby to the rebel 
commandecr "gentleman to gentlc- 
man" and that they wished cach 
other a happy New Ycar. 

“There was no immediate expla- 
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DINSIAKEN, Ceiınany (December 29): a n a fara 
at the ‘lohberg’ mine in Dinslaken. Coal miners in various German mihes - threalned by rumors of 
reductions of oss of up to 500,000 jobs in coal mining and its pefipherical industries - ` pan to 
pickets until February 1997, a Ts 
n e e Era coef miieg ee: . 


Sluggish Indian TTT Lely 


to Revive in Mid-97: Analysts 


. nd 


demand . for ‘consumer products 
would push up the economy. 


But Devesh Kumar at Broker ma 


Interest rates of between 17 and 


30 percent in 1996 put money out -: 
of fhe reach of companies, many 


putting off new projects and ex- 
pansion plans. 
India’s Central Bank this year 


. cuf the cash reserve ratio of Com- . 
mercial Banks by two percentage, 


poinis in a bil to inject more 
money into the sysieın, and banks 
followed by cutting prime lending 
ratcs by one percentage point. 


But Kumar said industry had . 


complained it was not enough. 


. ` Hê expected a major economic 
Tevîval to begin in October 1997 
a ax bke of Rood Hive ad : 


rising rural incomes. - 
Bi 5 2 اق‎ 


ager at {he unit trust of India, tie 
country’s largest mutual find, said - 
he feared the economy would con- 
time fo Po og Bey 


the current pace. 


BOMBAY — Indîa'š economy; 
which has slowed under the 


crating froin the second half of he 
ycar.’” he said. 


Chaltcrjec said falling interest 


rates. high farm oulput and rising 


mous Ups. 
Also coming out against the 
hotline was the theologian of the 


Vatican’s newspaper, L 'Osserva- . 


tore Romano. “There’s the tisk 
that among citizens, a mechanism 
can be set off that can feed rival- 
Ties, hate, tensions, diffidence, 
mistrust,’” said Rev. Gino Con- 
ceftti. 


There have been no major ar- 
rests stemming from a hotline call, 
but several dozen investigations 
have been opened, police ey 


Italian Tax Police Now Showing Muscle 


150 billion). 

The latest weapon is a toll-free, 
24-Bour hotline that citizens can 
cali to report suspected tê, 

heats. 


ci 

But it has outraged some parlia- 
ment members. 

Most of the criticism came 
from conservative parties whose 
base is built largely around busi- 
ness people who already think 
taxes are too high. But some liber- 
als also worried about possible 
violations of civil righls - espe- 
cially through the use of anony- 


ROME — For years considered a 
wimp, Italy”s Internal Revenue 
Service is flexing more muscle. 

The new show of power has sO 
` far kept somconc from winning a 
teddy bear, puzzled a few nuns and 
created lots of ill will. 

The more ive approach 
by the Guardia Di Finanza, or tax 
police, is aimed at rooting out 


deficit. unreported income is esli- 
mated to reach 230 trillion tire ($ 


U.S. Stocks Set to Post Sixth Straight 
` Annual Gain Ahead of slowdown 


“I expect the dow jones indus- 
trial average to reach 7,050 before 
1997 ends, a gain of about 10 per- 
cent, or roughly balf the 1996 in- 


wall street predictions for a down 
turn. 

“Consumer confidence is up 
dramatically over the last 12 
months, suggesting that consumer 
demand will help pave the way for 
a healthy economy during the first 
half of 1997," said Lynn Franco, 
associate director at the Confer- 


jobs are plentiful, up from less 
than 27 percent in November. “ 
Investors too displayed a remark- 
able degree of confidence in 1996, 
pouring a record $225 billion into 
stock mutual funds. 


„n another indication af healthy . 


growth, sales of new homes.were 
reported Tuesday to have surged 
14.2 percent in November over 
October and to have risen 13.7 


ciation of Realtors said sales of 
existing residences were up L 38 
percent in November. 


of stock and bond dealers, was 
limited to 3.3 percent through No- 
vembcr. with thc core rale — ex- 
cluding food and energy — beld 
to 2.6 percent. 

As a result, the U.S. Federal 


rate eamings, which increased by 

more than 10 percent in 1996 for 

their fourth straight double digit 

gain, according to wright. 

At the same time, job creation 

averaged more than 200,000 a 
h — without enitî 

driven inflation — and many U.S. 


For Abby Joseph . Cohen, a. 


managing director at Golkiman, 
Sachs and Company and a promi- 
nent stock watcher, lhe market 
next year will continue to take ad- 
vantage of an overall economic 


expansion. 

“Most bull markets end when 
stocks are overpriced, not fairly 
priced as they are now," she wrote 


,„ recently in the Washington post. 


Prices will continue to. increase 
in 1997, albeit at a ‘less exuberant 


NEW YORK — Bnpoyed by 
‘strong economic ` fundamentals, 
the U.S. stock market was poised 
Tuesday to post its sixth straight 
anmal gain abeadi of what 


` analysts have predicted will be 


more modest activity early next 
year. 
While the Dow Jones industrial 
r average of blue chip issues opened 
I lower Tuesday. most analysis 
1 were looking for the Dow to finish 
the year in positive territory. 


Street is forecast to continue into 
1997 but at a more sedate pace. 

““The U.S. stock market May 
be vulnerable to profit-taking in 
the near term,’ according to an 
analysis by Wright Investors” 
Service in Connecticut. 

*““At best, stock market per- 
formance is likely to be rather 
mundane during the first half of 
the new year.” At American Ex- 
press financial advisors there are 
likewise fears that the economic 
fundamentals that have supported 

the market in 1996 could turn 

against equities. 

E ay forecast is cormecl, f 
sancial ınarkets are very likely to 
be disappointed sometime in 
1997,” warned economist . dan 
laufenberg. 

“For starters, inflation is likely 
to be at higher aga in 1997, and 
this time it will be more wide- 


Saudi XArabia’s LOO9’°7 Budget 
Forecasts S4.5 bn deficit 


higher than in 1995. 


provement in 1996. It said the cur- 
rent account recorded a surplus of 
700 million riyals ($186 milion) 
in 1996, compared with a 19. 9 
billion riyals {$5. 3 billion) last 
ycar.0 
- This was mainly a result of 
higher value of oil exports due 10 
higher oil prices in 1996. 

Saudi Arabia's main export 
ilcm is crude oil Its current opec- 
assigncd output quota is S8 million 


“barrcis a day. 


Despic lower pcirochcmical 
prices in {996, as well as lower 
agricultural cxporls. the ministry 
said 1996’s overall non-oil ex- 
ports rosc about 2. 7 percent 

Total 1996 imports declined 1. 
5 pcrcem to 94. 6 biHion riyals 
($25. 2 billion) from thc previous 
ycar. 

Lr 


penses were higher than earlier 
forecasts for the year of 131 bil- 
lion riyals ($34. 9 billion) and 150 
biliion riyals ($40 billion) respec- 


budget planners generally assume 
conservative oil price for their 
budgct calculations. 

The 1997 budgct deficit ro- 
maincd at the samc Icvel as in 
1996. 

Saudi arabia, thc world’s larg- 
est oil exporicr, usually bridges its 
dcficil through borrowing from 
lhe dormeslic Inarket. 

The spending plan did not dis- 
close the country’s defense expcn- 
dilures. bclicved to bc a major 
item in the saudi budget. 


Pp 
about 510 billion riyals ($136 bil- 
lion), up from 469 billion riyals 
{$125 bition) in 1995. 
It said the privalc scctor’s con- 
tribution to the ovcralli GDP rose 
to 35 percent in 1996, 3. 5 percenl 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (ap) - The 


the 1997 government budgct was 
completed Mon during a session 
chaired by King Fahd in the Saudi 
capital, Riyadh. 

The budget for lhe fiscal year 
begining Wednesday forecasts a 
1997 budget deficit of 17 billion 
riyals ($4. 5 billion), the Ministry 
of Finance and national economy 
said in a statement. 

The budget plan for the fiscal 
year inning Wednesday pro- 
jects overall 1997 rcvenucs at 164 
billion riyais ($43. 7 billion), 
down from revenues of 177 billion 
riyals ($47. 2 billion) camed in 
1996. 

The budgct forccasts expendi- 
tures at 181 billion riyals ($48. 2 
billion), also down from the 1996 
figure of 194 billion riyals ($51. 7 
biflion). 

Actual 1996 revenues and ex- 
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and thc molhcrboard simply un- 
latches and slides out of the unit. 
The power supply can also be re- 
moved without having to undo any 
screws. The machine currcntly 
ships with a 200 Mhz Pentium Pro 
processor, but has facilities to 
cope wilh future 233 Mhz and 266 
Mhz versions of the chip when 
they become available. This was 
without doubl once of the bes1 de- 
signed deskiop PC sysiems we 
saw all ycar. 


Acer Aspire 


oY 


ر کلیس ا رار د e a area i‏ 4 


cers Aspire range of N E 
PCs is the first to کت‎ 

make a success of breaking the 
traditional beige box mould and 
presenting lhe PC as a straight for- 
wand consumer iiem: Very much 
in the vein of a television or video, 
1be Aspire has been designed to 
assimilate easily and inconspicu- 
ously into any iving room or bed- 
room. While this might not have 
been seen as technically innova- 
tive in the traditional sense, it's 
important for progress to be made 
in this area if the PC is ever to 
realize its full poteatial as the com- 


ا کک کے کک 


The most obvious difference 
between the Aspire and other PCs 
is ils physical appearance. The 
machines base unit, monitor styl- 
ish and above all unconventional 
aesthetic design which gives the .. 
ımachines the appearance of a de =~. 
sirabte piece of consumer elec 2 
tronics, rather than something 4 
youd find on an accountant’'s 
desk. The syslems include such 
innovative features as a built-in 
telephone that clips onto the side 
of your monitor and utilizes a 
built-in voice mail system. When 
not in use the PC lies idle, but can 
restart in around three seconds in 
order to receive incoming faxes, 
email or telephone calls. Afl this 
has been achieved while still en- 
suring the PC rons almost si- 
lently. 

n short, with the Aspire range 
Acer has gone one step further 
than any other PC manufacturer, 
by putting a large amount of 
thought into the design of a PC 
that offers bome users the ipie- 
grated multimedîa sy stem they’ve 


e been promised for years. 


(Coirteay PC Magarine) 
Cologne Elephants 
Pine for Christmas - 


COLOGNE, Germany — Once the 
Christmas festivities are over, 
trunkloads of unused Chrismas 
trees wind up in the stomaclis of 5 
the African elephants in the ب‎ 
Cologne Zoo, and the beaslê are } 
delighted with the prickly 8 
presenis, the z00 said recenlly. * 2 
A: Cologne Christmas tree “ H. 
seller sends his unsold trees to the E 
Z00, free, and elephants Tanga, ر‎ 
Preti and Sawani gobble them uP. 
Deer, bison and rhinoceroses . . 
also get part of the booty. : : ا‎ 
Zoo Director Guenther NOgEe : 
notes that the animals eat only 


bring us aficr use. They’re dıy and 3 
il OF tallow r pieoes of deco ۹ : . 
lions". aff. 2 
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Best Desktop 
Internet as Road to First World System of 1996 


Winner 
Compaq - 
Deskpro 6000 
e 
position at the front of the PC tech- 


nology stakes. While the range in- 
corporates many technical 


` immnovations, one of the most im- 


pressive is Compaq’”s inclusion of 
self-monitoring analysis and re- 
porting technology (SMART) 
IDE and SCSI hard drives in a 
desktop system. SMART drives 
aren’t new, but they ve tradition- 
ally been used in RAID sysiems, 
so their uše in a desktop machine 
helped clinch the award for Com- 
paq. This technology allows 
drives to constanlly monitor their 
own behavior and performance, 
and for the system to use this in- 
formation to predict impending 
failures, This gives you (he oppor 
tunity to back up your dala and 
replace the drive before a serious 
system failure occurs, Compaq 
even offers a pre-failure warranty. 

The 6000 range also fealure 
Compaqd’s Intelligent Manage- 


ability technology, which lets nel ` 


work managers. exercise far 
greater remole contro! over their 
PCs than ever before. This, corm- 
bined wilh DMI compliance, 


.means that the Deskpro 6000 


range offers a high level of man- 
ageability, a factor that’s of in- 
creasing importance to managers 
who’ have to account for larger 
numbers of PCs. 1 

Optional extras include an 
IrDA transceiver for infra-red data 
transfer between compatible de- 
vices, such as laptops, and a PD- 
CD drive, which acts as a 4-speed 


. CD-ROM drive but is also a 


650Mb rewriteable optical drive. 
The range starts wid a 166Mhz 
Pentium system and covers a vari- 
ety of configurations up to a 200 
Mhz Pentium Pro-based machine, 
the 6200. This latter system, re- 
viewed in PC Magazine, October 
1996, achieved an impressive 
Winstone 32 score of 143.5, mak- 
ing it a great performer as well as 
a highly innovative and well de- 
signcd workstation. 


Hewlett-Packard Vectra XA 


Cis Hewlett-Packard sys- 

tem was nominated for a 
Technical [anovation award 
largely because of its innovalive 
use or Magic Packet lechnology 
on a network card designed coop- 


„ erativcly by HP and AMD. This 


allows a system adminisirmior to 
exercise a high degree of conlrol 
over {he machine via the nctwork. 
By ising 1 soft swilch, dhe PC can 
be switched on or olf remotciy by 
sending a Magic Packet over (he 
neiwork. This 1echnology could 
prove useful for MIŞ managers, 
who'd casily be able to powcr up 
all of the machines on their net 
works at will. The BIOS also al- 
lows the spacebar lo be defincd as 
a power on key. 
On top of this innovation, ihe 


` Vectra XA is a well-designed ma- 


chine in ali respecıs. H manages to 
cram a lot of tcchnology into a 
small space and still relum top- 
notch performance figures. The 
case can be opened without tools, 
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Third World Pioncers See 


use the Intemct in their [0~ year 
master plan to promote the tourist 
industry, which is expected to be 
Tanzania’s top foreign exchange 


` camer by 2000. The project is be- 


ing financed with $261 million 
from the European U nion. 

In Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 
residents will soon be able to liter- 
ally step off a muddy, pot-holed 
strect near the ceniral market into 
"virtual markets" at the country’s 
first computer cafe. 

Housed in a former restaurant, 
the cafe is being set up by a Cam- 
bodian professional association lo 
provide public Internet access to 
everyone from lawyers to bicycle 
cabbies. 

From coffee growers in Costa 
Rica to tea merchants in Sri Lanka, 
people in different paris of the de- 
veloping world see the huge po- 
tential of a global network that lets 
them go right to customers sitting 
at their home compulers. 


several projects in lhe works in- 
volving the Internet, including one 
looking for ways to attract jobs 1o 
the former Frcnch colony. 

Elsewhere in Africa, ihe In- 
temct is being uscd to save lives. 

Dr. Fred Bukachi, who runs the 
Kenyan part of Hcalthnct from 
Kenyatta Hospital in Nairobi, said 
at leasl two patients lived because 
of treatment recommendations 
made over (he Înternet. 

In one case a doctor got ur- 
gcatly necded help for a patient 
with kidncy failure from a doctor 
at Massachusetts General Hospital 
in Boston. In the other, a doctor in 
Britain with experience in Africa 
advised how to treat a palicıut se- 
verciy ill with sickle cell anemia. 

In South Africa. forncr aparl- 
heid prisoner Jacob Moatshe uses 
electronic mail to make conlacls to 
help his township of Oukasic, 60 
miles (100 kilometers) norihwest 
of Johannesburg. 


gaa. 
In India, where a junior executive èn a private company 
makes about 10,000 rupees a month -- about $235 — a basic 
Internet connection without graphics ability costs 5,800 


rupees ($166) a month. 

"In the old (aparthel .But in many parts of the devel- 
body wanted to develop Oukasie. oping world access to tbe Internet 
Now we have to convert our stUg- __.- for those who have even heard 
gle from being militant to a stug- ofit — is still largely unobtainable. 
gle for development," Moatshe Eighiy-five percent of the peo- 
said ple in poor countries do not have 

In a township wiere old car  {eleplıones and only a privileged 5 
tires weigh down corrugated metal percent have computers, Poor and 
roofs so the wind does not blow intcrmiitent telephone service 


oflen makes just a simple tele- 
phone call an acconıplishment. 

"The omnipresence of the Ii- 
temet in the Northern Hemisphere 
obviously is somelhing that is not 
at all duplicated in the Southern 
Hemispheric countries," said Mi- 
chael Stein, program director of 
the Institute for Global Concem, a 
San Francisco-based Internet 
provider that serves non-profit or- 
ganizations around the world. 

In many places, the legal and 
bureaucratic hurdles that must be 
cleared to set up a link to the In- 
ternet may be staggering or even 
insurmountable. Some countries 
forbid direct access. Many devel- 
oping countries let only people 
who work for multinational corpo- 
rations or non-governmental or- 
ganizations that get international 
money have access lo lhe Incrnet. 

Poverty is another major stum- 
bling block. Where Intermec! access 
is available, the cost may be pro- 
hibilive. 

In India, where a junior exccu- 
tive in a private company makcs 
about 10,000 rupces a monlh 
about $285 -~ a basic Inlemet con- 
ncclion wilhout graphics ability 
costs 5,300 rupees ($166) a 
month. 

Despite the stumbling blocks, 
the Intermet is sure 10 expand ils 
role in the development of the 
global village. 

Grandfathers may have walked 
a o bay a shirt: But his 
cxceculive grandson can tap into 
lhe Web sile of lhe Shamsi Group 
in Cairo, which makes dress shirts 
of fine Egy plian cotton that sell in 
storçs likc Harrods of London. 

Shamsi’s development man- 
ager, Nader Lahzy, said the com- 
pany used to rely on brochures, 
videos and old-fashioned sale rep- 
resentalives to market ifs gar- 


menis. 

But with the Internet, he said, 
"F have broader access to the out- 
side market aûd I can reach more 


target customers." gaz 


them away, Moaitshe sends e- mail 
wilh a computer donated by the 
U.S. govemmen, 

He uses e-mail to pitch Oukasie 
as a hub for business development 
in South Africa and to keep in 
touch with local teachers training 
in Berkeley, Callfomia, Oukasie’s 
sister city. 

Tanzanian officials expect to 


Adults? 


dren age 12 and under should al- 
ways ride in the back seat, buckled 
up, and away from the air bag," 
said Martinez, 

"Regulatory actions will make 
tomorrow ’s air bags safer for cliil- 
dren, but too many are at risk in the 
interim if parents do not insist 
children ride in the back seat.” 

NHTSA also extended an exist- 
ing policy of allowing manufac- 
turers to install manual cut-off 
switches that would deactivate anı 
air bag in vehicles without a back 
seat or with a back seat too small 
to install a child safety carrier. 

NTHSA’s anrnormcerment drew 
praise from the American Auto- 
mobilc Manufacturers Associa- 
tion, a trade unit grouping General 
Motors, Ford and Chuysler. 

"America’s car companies wel- 
come today’s rulemakings by 
NHTSA on air bag safety," said 
AAMA president Andrew Card. 

“We’rc also pleascd by 
NHTSA’s announcement of an ex- 


peditcd public comment period 


and urge the agency to reach final 
decisions as soon as possible. 
“Speeding up the rulemaking 


process — and including the indus- .. 


uy’s depowering option in the fi- 
nal mıles — will enable automakers 
to put depowered air bags in new 
vehicles sooner. 

"The fedcral government must 
act quickly if automakers are to 
bring depowered air bags to the 
marketplace in time for the 1998 
model year." a@FF) 


world for advice. 


® Computer programmers in 
India work for large U.S. 
corporations, writing pro- 
grams and sending their 
work via the Intermct to {heir 
home offices. 


- ® A Venezuelan non-profît c0o- 
operalive that provides small 


LIMA, Peru -- Using tropical fish 
for bait, Edgar Panduro casts his 

` line into the Intemet, hoping to 
reel in First World profits for his 
Third World business. 

"Tlook for fish on the Intemct,." 
he says, punching the words 
"tropical fish" on a World Wide 
Web search engine, hitting the en- 
ter key and watching a list of en- 
tries roll down the screen. 


He is one of a growing number of businessmen and other 
professionals in poor countries using the Internet as an 
electronic short-cut to profits, expertise and other 


resources in wealthy countries. 

"Î make contact, introduce my- loans to low-income familics 
self and leave my address. Later I for bome repairs and buying, 
e er ham mor :iAforms* used cars has a Web page in 

Panduro’s family-owned com- ا‎ ils U 
pany sells tropical fish and other 3 5 
products from the Amazon jungle. __ Wbether trying to make a liv- 
His web connections already have ig, heal the sick or prescrvc na- 
netled him a $5,000 contract wilh ture, all see the Internct as a way 
a German buyer for wild pigskin _ t0 bridge geographical, social and 
to make gloves. economic distances. 

He is one of a growing number Officials in the West African 
of businessmen and other profes-  AAlion of Benin credit cyberspace 
sionals in poor counitries.using the fOr former dictator Mathieu 
Intemet as an electronic short-cut  Kerekou’s upset victory in the 
to profits, expertise and other re. March presidential election over 
sources in wealthy countries. incumbent Nicephore Scglo. 

A few examples: Kerekou used the Internet to lobby 

1 political and business leaders 
® Brazilian rıbber tappers set around the world for support, 
up a Web page to post prices which gave him more moncy for 
for rain forest products like his campaign. 
Brazil nuts, and also to pro- ٣ 2 
mote rain forest conserva- His govemmenl is now com- 
tion and disseminate e al Ee 
0 0 soot evi nal world, Benin is no longcr linı- 


ited. We have 45 ınillion 
subscribers lo whom we can ad- 
dress our problems," Albert 
Tevocdjre, Bcnin’s Public Works 
Minister, said, referring to he es- 
limated number of Iniemcl users 
worldwide. 

„, He said he governmcem has 


mental martyr Chico Men- 
des. 


® Doctors in 23 African na- 
tions use the Internet lo get 
help in diagnosing and treat- 
ing patients, going directly lo 
colleagues at some of the 
best medical centers in the 


Children or the 


Air bags, which deploy like 
huge pillows at speeds up to 320 
kilometers (200 miles) per hour, 
have saved thousands of lives. But_ 
they also have bêen blamed for the 
deaths of 30 children and 19 adult 
drivers, mostly women under 1.6 
meters (5 feet 4 inches). 

On Monday, NHTSA also pro- 
posed a regulation that would 
authorize automakers to reduce 
the deployment force of air bags 
until "smart" technology is phased 
into new motor vehicles. 

Such technology, which the 
government wants 1o sec in place 
by the 1999 model year, would 
equip cars with air bags capabic of 
determining passenger size. The 
bags would then inflale'at speeds 
that would do no harm. 

In anothcr proposal, dealers 
and repair shops would be permit- 
ted to deactivate the air bags for 
any vehicle owner who requests it. 

At present, fedcral law prohib- 
its dealers from making any safety 
cquipment inopcrative. 

MH the proposal became law, il 
wouid offer parents who must 
transport children in the front scat 
and others with special medical 
necds "an expedited legal avenue" 
to {um off the airbags, the NHTSA 
said. 

The agency is now accepling 
public comments on the two pro- 
posals and hopes 1o havc them im- 
plemcentcd before the start of 
model ycar 1998, 

"It is important to add that chil- 


WASHINGTON -- The 
government formally unveiled a 
plan Monday to make automobile 
air bags safer for children but 
acknowledged it could cost the 
lives of more than 1,000 adults 
each year. 

The Nationa! Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
proposed rules to take some of he 
punch out of air bags could save 
between 39 and 83 of the 128 chil- 
dren who might be crushed each 
year if no change occurs. 

At the same time, the weaker 
bags could lead to the deaths of 
280 adult passengers not wearing 
seatbelts and 207 drivers, most of 
them with belts. 

Another version of the plan fa- 
vored by car makers might kill 378 
adult passengers and 825 unbcled 
drivers, the government says. 

Ricardo Martinez, NHTSA ad- 
ministrator, has expressed doubts 
about the wisdom of the proposed 
rules. But the Nationa! Safety 
Council, a consumer‘ group, says 
the government is moving in the 
right direction. 

"We have a higher obligation to 
protect children than unbelted 
adults," said Chuck Hurley, the 
Safeiy Council’s spokesman. 
"Children can’t protect theme. 
selves and depend upon parents, 
care-givers and the government to 
protect them. Adults have a choice 
— they can choose to put on seat 
bcits or not." 


1997 ,2 ا 


4 man is the slave TET habits. 
So, if you arê to choose your own. 
masters why not choose good 


Ones. Anonymous writer 


Evening..... 
Dawn (tomorrov 
Sunrise (lomorrow).. 


harms the brain, the heart, the 
lungs and our immune system. " 

If the current data are discour- 
aging, at least they are better than 
those from 1979 when 60. 4 per- 
cent of secondary school students 
said they had used marijuana at 
least once. : 


The active chemical ingredient 
in marijuana, THC, is relatively 
controversy-free and widely avail- 
able in the United States in syn- 
thetic form with a doctor’s 
prescription. 

(AFF) 


Vienna Convention, the researchers 
wrote. 

Current cancer rates gre about 
two per thousand in the United 
States each year and a little more 
than half that in Europe. 

A second report in nature found 
that the ozone hole over Antarctica 
would start to heal by the early part 
of the next century, provided agree 
ments are honored. 

David Hofmaon of the U.S. 
weather service NOAA said the 
first signs would be seen by 2008. 
The ozone layer would then con- 
tinue to heal slowly, reaching pre- 
ozone hole levels by about the year 


2050, he wrote. 
(Reuter) 


A federal Health and Human 
Services (HHS) department study 
showed marijuana use among the 
young was up this year with 44. 9 
percent of students saying they 
had smoked it at least once — up 
from 41. 7 percent in 1995. 

HHS secretary Donna Shalala 
said young people had grown less 
aware of the dangers associated 
with the drug. 

"This administration is op- 
posed to the legalization of mari- 
juana." she said. Research "has 
concluded that marijuana is dan- 
gerous to our health, marijuana 


quent but least aggressive, and cu- 
taneous. malignant melanoma, the 
least frequent burt most aggressive, 
they wrote. 

Skin cancer cases due to ozone 
depletion would double in the 
United States under the Montreal 
Agreement, they found. But they 
would have more than quadrupled 
had there been n0 agreement. 


They would grow two percent if 
all production of ozone-depleting 
chemicals had stopped at the end of 
1995. Figures were just slightly 
lower for northwest Europe. 

These results demonstrate the 
importance of the international 
measures agreed upon under the 


E Bence JItorNot/* 
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able and indefensible option — tar- 
geting physicians," he added. 

"This strategy is a measure of 
our government's hysteria over 
marijuana," Zimmerman said. 
“Doctors must now fear federal 
agents simply for informing their 
patients that this particular drug 
might help them. “ 


Scott Imler, director of the can- 
nabis buyers club in west Holly- 
wood, predicted doctors will find 
a way around the ban by recom- 
mending rather than prescribing 
the drug. 


phasing out production was signed 
in Montreal — although there have 
been problems implementing it. 

CFC production was banned 
worldwide in January. But there is 
still a significant black market in the 
chemical. 

For the scenario in which no re- 
strictions were placed on chemicals 
the researchers assumed a three per 
cent annual increase in production 
of CFCs, halons and methyl chloro- 


_ form under Montreal, production of 


the five major offenders is supposed 
to be dropped to 50 percent by 
1999. 

We evaluated the skin cancer 
types: squamous cell carcinoma, 
basal cell carcinoma, the most fre- 
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0 Spokes for Santa 


-Monica-based group. which 


helped raise money to put the 
measure on the Californîa ballot. 
said doctors will seck an injunc- 
tion. to keep the federal govem- 
ments policy from going into 
effect. 

*The govemment is tiying 10 
keep doctors from stating their 
opinons and that's a violation of 
their first amendment rights." said 
Bill Zimmerman. . 

The government has “decided 


. to proceed with his most deplor- 


Report Sees Twofold Increase in Skin Cancer 


LONDON — Cases of skin cancer 
could quadruple by the year 2100 if 
ozone-depeleting chemicals were 
not restricted, scientists reported 
recently. 

Even with current agreements tO 
reduce production of such chermi- 
cals, skin cancer cases will double, 
they said in a report in the science 
joumal Naure. 

Harry Slaper and colleazues at 
the Netherlands Institute of Public 
Health and the Environment said 
their findings showed how impor- 
tant it was tO restrict production of 
such chemicals. 

They’ based their findings on a 
complex analysis of current cases, 
skirı cancer tests on mice and pro- 
jections of ozonê levels, they wrote 
in the science journal Narure. 

A 1985 agreement kaown as te 
ا‎ Coavention set up a frame- 
work for reducing production of 
chemicals tbat harm thè ozone 
layer. These include chloro-fluoro- 
carbons (CFCS), used widely in re- 
frigeration and aerosols. 

They react with oxygen in the 
ozone layer, which protects the 
earth from the sun's ultraviolet ra- 
diation. Such radiation not only 
dama ges crops bur causes skin can- 

So countries agreed to cut chemi- 
cal' production. In 1987 a plan for 


White House Announces Opposition to Medical Use of Marijuana 


ganizations receiving federal 
funds. and to all employees who 


: work with the safety of the Ameri- 


can public. that schedule onc 


drugs (such as marijuana) are 
; against the law and won"1 be toler- 
.ated." Mccafirey said. 


The California and Arizona 


. Yoetes which passed with solid ma- 


joriies allow any patient whose 


: doctor choose to prescribe the 


dmg to symptoms or pain. 

‘The referenda rules also allow 
patients to grow and possess mari- 
juana under a doctor-prescribed 
treatment program, which is 
strictly forbidden under federal 

" But they impose no limit on 

production levels, do not set an 
authorized consumption amount 
or establish a limited list of the 
almenıs for which the drug can be 
prescribed legally. 

The "states rights" clash be- 


. tween federal and local jurisdic- 


tions is a big one. and one likely 1o 
.make it quickly fo the Supreme 
Court, observers said. 

°` Americans for medical rights 
plan to sue the federal govern- 


. ment, claiming the new policy 
. aimed at cormicting parücipating 
' dactors violates their free speech 


WASHINGTON — The White 


the federal ban on the drugs use . 


remained in force. ` 


The two weste’ U.S. states on 


November 5 approyed in refer 


That: crated .ã legal "pmblem 
given tht federal law against mari- 
juana use, 

Aormer general Janet Reno 
made it plain at a press conference 


recently. saving “federal law süll 


applies. " 
She said the seferenda sent the 
Tong message 10 Yoting people in 


the Urited ‘Stes, among whom 


marijuana use was Gp in 19%6, 
The Justice Deparment plans 
to take legal action against phy si- 
cians who prescribe marijuana for 
their palëênis ard any federal em- 


ployees who use he drug said + 
General Bary Mccaffrey, Presi ° 


dent Bi Clirton’"s policy coordi 
nating "drug czar. " 


"We're going N send a ciear 
message E0 all federal employees. 


to all federa} contractor. to all or- 


OO ACI 


٤ 
1 
1 
| 
ا‎ 
! 
1 
ا‎ 
ا‎ 
۳ 
! 


E AACK 2 
U سے‎ 
1 hr | 2nd Leter | 
Doutie EE | 
RACK 3 
1 
ا‎ 
Sr Lame? | 
Tope ا‎ 
AACK 4 
FOUR RACK TOTAL 


TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN 


Ne USA by Hass A? e Caraza Dy, Hasta 


El 


OAL ÛU 


3 

6 2 چ‎ 
4 gM GPE x FZ RIE N o Soe E 
MH BREY 
EERIE 
i r mnmr 
١ ESE EE 
j JA El EJF 
!OGOGGO 
. AMER E 
| RAA S 
; PAR SCORE 60-70 - 
i hyJUDO 


DIRECTIONS: Make 3 2- 10 7- letter word from the letters m each row. 


AT WHAT PoINT SHOULD 
YOL CONSIDER YOURSELF 
OBESE 2 


‘o 'S4N 681 Q 


^ 
4 
2 
x 
3 
3 
35 
3 


Loot UP THE RANGE 
OF YOUR. IPEAL WEIGHT 
AND FIND ITs MID” 
PoıNT. IF YoU RE 20% 
ABOVE THAT, 
You RE OBESE. 


Health Capsules la not iiended to be of a 
neture. 
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Forvigners Far 
Sales & Rentals and Away From 
Residential X Commercial Property Home 


Tel: 200 5708 - 0911212024 


Housing WE, / YOUR NEEDS 
3 48y Villa ia ELAHIYEH 
1500 sq.m land, 400 


Estate Sines 
Find Was "986 
You Are 
Looking For With Our 
Professional Guides 
1@i: 22281889-9 
FOX: 2229156 


` 28 Hours 8 

Renta 2 H8 
oode 13 

Ex. Middle 2 

With Luxury 

aed: 294490 , 91, 

A: 094 4223 


Ist Floor, No. 60, Maryam 
St., Africa Ave. 


IT 


4 


8 


ha 
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Villa Apt. for Rent 
REHDASSIYEK 


Private pool, garden, 180 sq.ın- 
El: 22931794 


INTERNATIONAL PACKERS & MOVERS 


WANTS YOU 


TO SAVE & ENJOY YOUR MOVE! 
FOR FREE ESTIMATE CONTACT: 
TEL: 884 6758 & 884 6759 FAX: 884 8844 
38 ?BASAT AVE, PERSONS, S., FERAN 15818 RAN 


AFT. FOR RENT-EVEN SHORT TIME 
Equipped, 3 tel. Hines, faxc., tle., decoration | 
at pour desre, best location of Motakari 
out af traffic rest. area, immediate rent. ` 
Pis. contact: 8719303/8713849 | 
(2-7 p.m.) 


f£nglish, French, Italian, Spanish 
in 3 months 2217161 


LESAN 
Guitar 2217161 


TANDOOR 
Indian Restaurant of 
Hotel Tehran Şara 
the oniy aathentic 
Infian cmisine 
Indian management 
WIofatch Are., Ardalan 


Street, opposite 
Shiroadi Stadium 
Open 7 days a weck 


S8257053, 8825701, 
S8209334 
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i ENGLISH BY-UNIVERSITY Telecommunicaiiorns Co. 


PASE 8 aiverlisemenis 


THE ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE 

# 3I. MODARRES & AFRICA 
JUNCTION 

Tal: 2049293 {45 Lines) 


Try Us Qegasignai Ela 
Once. Elahnîye™ 
Be Our 
Customers 
Forever. 


Tel: 225 63 I0 


(16 lines) 
Fax: 225 63 25 


1 COMPUTER i 
J HN THREE WEES o 


IFOR ALL LEVELS IN f 


5 کک‎ 
REA Sa 
Nat Official License of 


S PROFESSOR. 


: Nokia, Motorola, 
201744 P.D) J 


„ Ericsson, Siemens 
37431 13 


Tel: 6494680 
0911211080 


TENDER NO. 75-10-34 


IRANIAN CIVIL AYIATION ORGANIZATION INTENDS TO PURCHASE 2 UNITS 
DGPS EQUIPMENT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH EXTANT TECHNICAL 
SPECIFICATIONS. REPRESENTATIVES OF QUALIFIED COMPANIES CAN 
OBTAIN TENDER DOCUMENTATION AGAINST DELIVERY OF A LETTER OF 
INTRODUCTION AND RECEIPT OF PAYMENT THE AMOUNT OF RLS.30,000 
TO THE ACCOUNT NUMBER 108 WITH BANK MARKAZI IN FAVOR OF 
KHAZANEH FROM JAN. 4, 1996 UNTIL JAN. 19, 1997 ON OFFICIAL PERIOD. 


BID BOND IS U.S.$4000 OR RLS.12 MILLION BANKER’S CHEQUE OR A 
CREDITABLE BANK GUARANTEE THAT SHOULD BE ISSUED IN FAVOR OF 
C.A.O BY AN IRANIAN BANK AND DELIVERED WITH TENDER 
DOCUMENTATION. 


ALL NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT CHARGES SHOULD BE BORNE BY 
WINNER OF THE TENDER. 


C.A.-O MAY REJECT ANY OR ALL PROPOSALS. 


ADDRESS: DEPART MENT OF SUPPLY SERVICES, BUILDING NO. 8 OF C.A.0, 
MEHRABAD INTL. AIRPORT, MEARAJ AVE., TEHRAN. 


C.A.O DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY SERVICES 


JANUARY 2, 1997 


Slovakian Presideni Rejecis 
Controversial Anti-Subhversion LW 


country’s "territorial integrity. 
Of the 150 deputies in Padiament, 
only 66 — members of Prime 
Minister Vladimir Meciar’s coali- 
tion — voted for the measure and 
five against, while the remainder 
left the hall in protest over the bill. 
which also drew criticism from 
European and U.S. officials. 
Kovac said Tuesday that the 
amendment was “unacceptable in 
its entirety" and that its adoption 
would “contravene several articles 
of the constitution. " He recalled 
in his letter that be had already 
sent back an earlier version of the 
bill that had also been approved 
by Meciar’s supporters, and that 
Parliament’s failure to re-debate 
this version contravened the con- 
stitutior. {AFF) 


BRATISLAVA —— Slovakian 
President Michal Kovac on 
Tuesday sent back to Parliament a 


controversial bill that would add 
an anti-subversion amendment to 
he penal code, approved two 
weeks ago in a parliamentary vote 
boycotted by the opposition. 

Kovac said in a letter to Parlia- 
ment that he opposed in particular 
clauses that would allow those 
who organized public rallies. 
strikes and calls for civil disobedi- 
ence to be imprisoned for three 
years. 

By rejecting the bill. the 


` Slovakian head of state is forcing 


a new reading in which he urged 
the MPs to oppose a text he said 
aimed to “destroy the Slovakian 
constitutional system" and the 


Yeltsin Seeks Better” Year in 1997 


"I believe thal the coming year 
will be a year of understanding 
and reconciliation iı Russia,” 
Yeltsin said, repeating a call for 
harmony which he issued to his 
political cnemies on Monday. 

“We only have one country. 
one Russia and we ourselves, our 
children and grandchildren must 
live there. 


if my duty tO 
Fond to your suppor and Your 
canfidence.? Yellin gid. HZ 


MOSCOW — Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin on Tuesday wished 
his countrymen a betler year in 
1997, which he hoped would be 
marked by greater order in Russia 
and a resolution to the 
honpayments crisis crippling the 
government 

In 2 new year's address to the 
nation. Yeltsin singled out the 
non-payment of pensions and 


IH 


order ff 
reigns in our courry.™ Y 
said. 


2 سے د‎ 
PANMUNIOM, Republic of Korea (Dsc. 30}: A Norik Korean htoror 
guard drapes wooden coffins with red "martyr" flags after the ashes 
of 24 crewmen from an inîrudirg submarine were handed back at 
the border post of Panmujom. The repatriation of the remains 


ended three months of tension between the two Koreas. 
(AFP PHOTO) 


proud of the increased abcess tO 


. health care and of a national edu- 


cation system bringi 1 
a Hiuging quality 
_ The government, he axlded, are 
winning the war against crime 
thanks to the efforts of the security 
forces and of ordinary citiîzeos. 
- “We have taken the war to 
upper hand,” Mandela said. “This 
„ we owe to our security forces and 
to every South Arkan who has 
joined the campaign to combêt 
crime, ”” AFF} 


`. Politics and 
Business Don’t 
Mix: Italian 
President 


ROME — Italian President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro called Tuesday for 


- - 3g Tew rektionship between 


politics and business to get rid of 
the air of corruption hanging over 
the counlry. 

“Let us free ourselves of the 
entanglement between politics and 
business, which is causing so 
much damage," he said in a New 
Year's address carried on televi- 
sior and radio. 

1miy has been rocked oysr he 
past few years by 3 series of scar 
dals ani reports of corrupiion 
reaching up {0 the highest !evels 

of polices. (AFF) 


in 1997, saying the emphasis will 
be on speeding up fhe. 


In bis New Yêars messagê 
Mandela said South Aftica’s first 
menf had reached the halfway. 
mark in its term of office and the 
iupact of reconstruction and de- 
velopment was beginning i0 be 
felt. E 

‘Tu short, we have laid solid 


foulations: the challenge for 


1997 is to builî on them.” High- 
lighting some of the events of 
1996, Mandela said. the signing 
inlo law of the pew constitılon 
on December IO was a fitting end 
fo a year m which local govem- 
ment elections were completed 


“to ensure That we do indeed gov- 
erm ourselves. ”" “The challenge . 


would be a testing time for gov 


aS anû conszmers . but urged 
Soutk Africans to kezep their sights 
af the Kongera 

The Truth and Reconciliation 
 ommissicn, which is probing ba- 
man nights abuses during the 
apartheid Ysas, be said bad 
proved iiscll a powerlul instru 
Ie, of healing and reconcil- 
BOL 


SEPASAD ENGINEERING COMPANY, the builder of the Largest Earth Dam in 


Iran (Karkheh) has great pleasure to notify that the first SEMINAR ON EARTH & 
ROCKFILL DAMS will be held in Tehran, Iran, September 30, October 1, 1997. 


Eoepics: 


A a. Reconnaissance amd ETO TRAE ait: 


control sediment 
2. Engineering geology, geological engineering, borrow areas 
3, Site selection and optimization of type of dam based on engineering economy 


5 a Design amê n aîyzis: 


1, Static and dynamic stability computation for various loadings at different phases of canstruction, reservoir filling, azd operations 
2. Analysis and design of the main body, including stability, shell material behavior, seepage, Slter design and various types of dam cores 
3. Methods of seepage control and foundation treatment 
4. Computer applications in earth dam analysis 
€ == Consiruction Metaods anc 


ا 
| 
Hydraulic and hydrologic investigations of river run off, design flood, water quality, sediment transport and the way to ımimimize and‏ .1 
| 
۱ 
أ 
Coustruction methods for cut-affwal |‏ .1 


2. Optimized xzpplication of materials, machineries, and other resources and equipment 
3. Site moblizaztîion 
4. Sire management, planning and project control 
HH u Dan Cperation & Bam Fehaves Comtyrî 
1. Instrumentation and methods of rıeasurement 


2. Dam behavior control during operation 


University professors, researchers and experts iuterested in participating in the seminar zare required to fll out the following form and mail 
št to the secretariat of he seminar at the following address no later than July 10, 1997. 


ABDBRESS: Na. 18, 3rd fr., East RouSbar 3f, Muivrs 


Secretariat Tel.: (FIS}2L SSSSS20=298 


1. The official language for the seminar wil be borh Farsi and English. 
2. Those interested ia delivering papers xre required to send the abstracts in 300-500 words alorg with the form ro later than Mar. 5, 1997, 


and the papers xo later than May 21, 1997. | 
ا‎ 


Note: 


3. The papers shovid contain up-to-date scientific, research, and applied works. 

4. Selected papers willbe published, and the best papers will be awarded valuable gifts. 

5. According to the poasîibiliüies on the site, a number of the partners will be sent to visit rhe Karkheb Darn Site. 

6. The seminar is held by Sepasad Engineering Company with the cooperation ofthe folowing universities: إ‎ 

{mam Hussein University, Amir Kabir University, Tarbeyat Modarres University, The University of Tehran, The University of Shiraz, Sharif | 

Technical University, The University of Science and Technology. 1 

7. An exposition of instrumentation and dxm censtruction ımmachineries will be bû during the seminar, All private ard state corm pasies and ا‎ 

organizatians in this industry are invited toe contact the Secrctariat ofthe semipar for Further information or corcluding contracts. أ‎ 
ا ا س‎ 


1 


October 1, 1997 


: Sapternber 30:; 


9 od 


۳ he emd 


P.O. Hav: LISS 


Fax: (4921 ZIITS13 


HA: CONDE 335RAZN-22NRIMG-ZISHSAS 


than March 5, 1997. 
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Harsh Winter Storm Wreaks | Japan Discovers the Power o 


Grass-Roots Movements 


bly. 

e surfaced were records 
showing that the previous admini- 
station had secretly given its SEP” 
port to the waste project. The 
project became the top issue ina 
local election that sent 12 pew 
members, ali of whom questioned 
the plan, to the {8- member village 
assembly. . 

Eg E 


"Kr ewsletters published by right 
wing extremist groups began a0- 
cusing Yanagawa of foolishly 
banning a profitable project. . 

Thugs began showing up at 
residents" meetings, making sure 
participants knew they were being 


watched. 
By the end of August, a record- 


recuperaling. “I may have been 


hurt physically, but they haven't 


done a bit of harm to my spiriL”" 
There have been no axresis in 

the allack, but police suspect re 

1aliation for the mayor's policies. 


| MITAKE, Japan —~ Like other 


out-of-the-way, easygoing places 
in Japan, Mitake, a former mining 
town, rarely saw its 20,000 
But that was before il5 ouflspo- 


“When I ask myself why this 
happened to me, there really is no 
other possibie explanation,” 
Yanagawa said 

Ganpachi Suzuki, spokesman 
for Toshiwa Kogyo, the company 
proposing the plant, denied any 
involvement in the attack. 

Since 1991, Toshiwa Kogyo 


„has invested hundreds of millions 


کج :د س 
"To try to defeat someone through violence is‏ 
unforgivable. I may have been kurt physically, but they‏ 

hkaven’“t done a bit af harm tomy spirit.” : 


ing of conversations Yanagawa 
bad on his home phone turned up. 
An acquaintance found a wiretap 
on his line, 

"We never believed hey would 
resort io this," Takako Okamoto, 
42, a housewife, said of tic am 
bush on Yanagawa. 

*But now my determipation is 
stronger than ever," she said, look- 
ing forward the referendum that 
Il iq ber e 


Matsushita Puis Indid Plans 


of yen (millions of dollars) to 
move a dozen homes from (he site. 
The company has also promised 
Miuake 3.5 billion yen ($31 mil- 
tion), about half Mitake’s annual 
budget, over 15 years in compen- 
sation. 

A no-nonsense man who tow- 
ers over most Japanese at 181 cen- 
timeters (six feet), Yanatawa 
wasled no lime in removing the 
shroud of secrecy that tradition- 
ally surrounded ihe village assem- 


in Cold Storage 


It said the appointment of T. 
Nakajima as managing director of 
National Panasonic India Lid. was 
also one of the reasons for Mat- 
sushita”s Indian plans being put on 
bold. 

“Following the appoiniment ... 
the company has adopted a wait 
and waich atlitude to the Indian 
market. Nakajima refused to com- 
ment on Maisushita’”s siraicgy for 
the new year, saying it was under 
formulmion,” it said. 

The Economic Times said the 
Japanese company’s carlicr plans 
were 10 put up a new, $100 million 
venture with India’s Videocon 
Group to produce tefrigerators, 
washing machines and air-condi- 
tioners at a factory near New 
Delhi. 


sembling air- conditioners in “ 


Madras, Videocon and Matsushita 
bave also yet to agree on the oqiily 
structure of the new company,” 
said the newspaper. 

The carlier investment plan 
also included $50 willion for a 
compressor and auto insertion ma- 
chinery factory and $25 million in 
a factary to turn ont 200,000 video 


telecom equipment in India. 
The company kad also planned 

i a 

research and 

by carly 1997 to adapt seven of 


BOMBAY — Japan’s Matsushita 
Industrial Electric Co. Lid. has put 
iis ambitious growth plans in India 
on hold, citing a slowing 
consumer electronics market and 
poor response tO its products, a 
report said recently, 

The leading business daily, the 
Economic Times, said Matsushita, 
1he world’s largest consumer elec- 
Ironics company, carlier liis year 
planned to invest more than $200 
million in India. 


machinery, video caselte re- 
corders and telecom equipment. 

It also planned to iuvest in a 
research and development facility 
as well as to increase the paid-up 
capital of its Indian sııbsidiary Na- 
tional Panasonic India Lid. from 
the present $7.2 million to $11.4 
million. 

The newspaper, quoting un- 
named sources in the company, 


to defer all these plans, based on 
the less than average response that 
ifs products have got in India, and 
the slowdown in the consumer 
electronics marke 

“Two years ago, when the com- 
pany cntcred India, it had pro- 
jected an ammual growth male of 25 
percent in the consumer clectron- 
ics market. 

“Based on this figure, Mat- 
sashila bad also forecast sales of 
%1 billion by the urm of the ceq- 


rupecs 
(S&S milion) in the 12 montis to 
March 1997, the newspaper said. 


Mitake, 270 kilometers (170 
miles) west of Tokyo, is one of 


sent their demands (o the goverm- 
ment. 
Although 1he referendums 


democracy. In faci, {hey are 
emerging as striking examples of 
grass-rools action in thé face of a 
political system that tends to de- 


mand respectful compliance from 


.citizens to their static and national 
govemments. 

Earlier this year, residents of 
the northweslerm town of Maki 
voted "no" to a planed nuclear 
power plant. 

Residents in Okinawa uscd 
their referendum to demand a re- 
duction in U.S. military bases on 
their southern islands. 

"What frightened me was that 
no one would be able to speak up 
afler the mayor got attacked," said 
Tamotsu Tanaka, 59, a busipess- 
man who ici the call for the Mi- 
1ake referendum. “This may be a 
hick town. Bui the flamc of de- 
mocracy hasn't dicd here yel." 

Within a weck of ihe assault, 
‘Tanaka and other voiumecrs had 
collected 1,151 signatures, far 
more than the 303 required by law 
for ihe referendum. Ii must be held 
before June, and it will ask 
whether the village residcns wani 
the facility. 

“There is no other way 1thcy can 
have their voice heard," said Jun- 
Ichi Kyogoku, honorary professor 
oF political science at Tokyo Uni- 
versity. "In Japan, it has long becan 
the practice for he govcrmmcnl 10 
on lhe pcople as not knowing any 
better.” 

Plianncd for construction by a 
river that provides drinking wafer 
to several million people, he plant 
— the size of some 30 bascball 
fields — will collect rubber, plas- 
tic, wood scraps and oibcr debris 
from major manufacturers across 
the nation. ٤ 

Opponcms (car polhytion 1o the 
air and walcr. 

Mayor Yanagawa, 63, is also 
sticking 10o his sland. 

Hospitalized for 40 days, 
Yanagawa only rciurncd 10 work 
December 9. 


“To {ry 1o defeat someone 


through violence is unforgivable," 
he said in an intervicw in an apart- 


Havoc in U.S., Canada 


five lo 15 centinıctcrs (two tO Six 
inches). But wilh (an expected 
new snowstorm) were taiking 
considerably more than that — 
high as 30 centimeters (12 
inches)." 


High winds have accompanied 
the record snowfalls. 

Neil Gaudreau managed to get 
froma gas sation in Abbotsford tio I 
a nearby church where he has been 
stranded for most of the weckend. 

"Its a mess out here," he said. 
“The wind is just howling. I was 
sitting al (the gas station) in tbe car 
and the wind just abou lifted it. 

Tim Van Alsiine moved to Vic- 
toria from Edmonton, Alberta, 
which is notorious for ils harsh 
winlers. 

"Even iu Edmonton, i docsn’t 
snow in these amounts all at 
once," he complained. 

High winds also buffeted coast 
lincs as far south as Oregon's Til- 
tamook County, where wind gusts 
blew out windows and fcllcd 
power lines. 

By dawn, snow had tumcd to 


ters (100 miles) per hour. 

In Canada, massive snow 
brought Vancouver to a virtual 
standstill, as roads were closed 
throughout southern British Co- 
lumbia, an area that usually secs 


` little snowfall. 


Meteorologists warncd resi- 
dents of Victoria, the provincial 
capital, that they could get as 
«much as a meter {three feet) of 
more snow in the next few days 
after a record 80 centimeters 32 
inches) of snow fell last week. 

More than half of Victorias 
residents are retirees who escaped 
from other parts of Canada be- 
cause the city rarely has any snow. 

Neither Vicloria nor any of its 
neighboring communities on Van- 
couver island has any srow-mov- 
ing equipment. 

Local authorities and residents 
were trying unsuccessfully Sun- 
day to use bulldozers and otber 
construction industry equipment 
to reopen some of ibe strects tO 
traffic. 

On the mainland, where local 
authorities do have snow-moving 


4A swath of snow and tice blanketed western Washington 
tate from the Canadian border —~ which remained under 
a blizzard warning — to Portland, Oregon, nearly 320 


kilometers (200 miles) south. 


گے 


rain from Seatile southward, 
where temperatures were likcly 10 
slay above freczing Sunday, Na- 


tional Weather Scrvice metcorolo- 


gist Sten Tjaden said. 

But steady rain and melting 
snow poscd new threats. A roof in 
northcrr Washington’s Port Or- 
chard collapsed, sinking dozêns of 
boats. Up to 200 cars lie trapped 
under a carport roof in Edmonds, 
and in another town the roof of a 
drug store caved iı. 

Television reports showed 
homes floating -on Sealle’s lakes. 
In some areas homeowners scram 
bled to their roofs to scoop away 
heavy, sodden snow. 


Sêèatile’s airport reported only 
about 60 perceni of scheduled 
flighis were able 1o take off and 
land Sunday. Mountain roads 
were closed. 

Portland Interrational Airport 
Spokesman Darell Buttice told 
CNN the aiıport "had power outi- 
ages twice this morning,” adding 
"we couldn"t run the jetways to 
load or unload passengers.” 

"jt was a very trying time for 
everyone," Butiice said. 


The storm front extended as far 
south as California. San Francisco 
was experiencing bcavy rains and 
the National Weather Service is- 
sued an advisory for winds up to 
100 kilometers (60 miles) per 
hour. 

Heavy rains on Thursday and 
Friday were blamed for dozens of 
traffic accidents and af Icast two 
freeway closures around Los Ar 
gclics on Friday. 


Saturday and Sunday were both 
fair, bu more rain was predicled 
for carly in he week, promping, 
fears that tbe Ncw Year's day 
Rose Parade in Pasadena would be 
rained on for the first lime in 40 
years. 


The Weather Service issued a 
special weather sialcment for per- 
ennğally sunny souhem Califor- 
nia saying {hat "we are quite 
certain it will be a wet weck." 


{AFP , meni he is using as an office wlale ؟‎ 


equıpment, the .Christmas week 
snowstorm — described by envi- 
ronment Canada as the worst in 75 
years — lefl scores of motorists 
stranded in the Fraser Vallcy. east 
of Vancouver. 

And the situation will only get 
worse, according to Brian Ham- 
mond of Environment Canada. 

"Over he last several days." he 
said, "we've had a few minor sys- 
tems come in that have given us 


tem’s integral controler, The hard 
drive uses. SMART technology 
and will warn you of an imminent 
failure by displaying a red disk 
access light. 

The GL6200 is DMI compli- 
ant, and comes with Digital's Cli- 
entWORKS software, which lelps 
users and system managers kecp 
abreast or the status of the nci- 
work. As wel as le usual UO 
poris, tie GL6200 featurcs 1wo 
Universal Serial Bus (USB) ports, 
which will be useful when USB 
peripherals become widely avail- 
able in 1997. 
subsystem, which is built onto the 
motherboard, provides a maxi- 
mum resolution of 1,280 by 1,024 
with 256 colors, plus the usual 
combination of lower resolutions 
and more colors. 

The PC comes with 2Mb of 
video memory, which can’t be up- 
gradcd. As a result, we were un- 
able 1o0 run our high-end 
benchmark sofiware on the 
GE62Z00 as if requires a mininmm 
of 4Mb of video RAM. Even so, 
the macbinc dcliverecd a veıy im- 
press Business Winstone 97 score, 
and is welli-desigped in all re- 
spocts. 


(GCourtesy PC Magazine) ! 


Digital Celebris GIL6200 


4 well-designed PC and qn excellent performer, Digital’s 
200 Mhz Pentium Pro-based Celebris GL620D would make 
an ideal kigh-end workstation, or even a credible 


1 devices, running from the sys- 


SEATTLE, Washington — The 
second winter storm in three days 
pounded the western United States 
and Canada recently, creating 
blizzard conditions, icing and 
flooding over a wide area. 

A swath of snow and ice blan- 


remained under a blizzard warm” 
ing ~~ to Portland, Oregon, nearly 
320 kilometers (200 miles) south. 

A slate of emergency was de- 
clared in one county in the region, 
where there were snow drifls up 10 
three meters (ten feel) high and 
winds gusting up to 160 kilome- 


Dutch Biologists 
Discover IC 
Species of Insects 


THE HAGUE — Dutch biologists 
have discovered 10 new spucies of 
insects, including five kinds of 
mosquito and five new 
ichneumons —- insects belonging 
to the wasp family — Dutch 
national radio reported recenlly. 

The discovery was nade thanks 
to a study in an ecological zone 
near the southern town of Uden- 
hout. 

Some 300.000 insects deriving 
from 2,000 different species were 
caught in the region bolween 
March and November 1990, e 
radio reported. 

It look the scientists six cars 10 
examine all the insects. after 
which they identified 1he 10 new 
species. They also identified 200 
insects (hat had never before been 
seen İn the Netherlands. 


entry-level server. 


Î be Celebris GL6200 is a 200 
Dz Pentium Pro PC featur- 
ing Digital"s innovative design, 
which allows the motherboard to 
be removed by flipping open two 
catches and sliding it out This 
gives easy access lo critical com- 
ponents like the processor, RAM, 
BIOS and on-board video systcm 
should these necd to be upgraded 
or repaired. The voltagc regulator 
is built onlo a removeable plug-in 
board, which mcans that it can be 
replaced ifa pew CPU is installed 
that requires a different voltage. 


‘The 200 Mhz Pentium Pro CPU 
works in conjunclon with a 256K 
SRAM Level 2 cache, Phoenix 
version 4.05 BIOS and 32Mb two 
of which are occupied. The two 
PCI and four ISA slots are Icft 
free, thanks to the subsystems be- 
ing incorporated into the syslem’s 
design. This includes e 3Com 
Etherlink I adapter, which is buill 
onio a daughlerboard mounted on 
the machinc’s case. The intcgral 
audio system, bascd on an 
ESS1883 chipset, uses a similar 
arrangement, and —~ like lhc nci- 
work adapler — can bc disabled 
easily iî you wan! to insull an 
alermmaüve device. 

Both ‘the Toshiba six-speed 
CD-ROM drive and Quanilum 
Fircball ZCb hard disk ane IDE 


hution recommending my rcelec- 
tion as secretary-general, and then 
to pay what the United Siales owes ۲ 
the United Nations. He’s fulfilled 


3 the first part of his pledge, row.he 
, Îs obligated to fulfil the second." 


‘Boutros-Ghalî spent. his last 
moming: at his 38th floor office 
posing for photo opportunities, 
notably with. about 50 Egyptian 
members of staff, and with the UN 
General Assembly President, 
Razali Ismail | of Malaysia. . 


` But he made it clear that he did 


not intend to sperikd a quiet retire 


ment. He, pledged Tuesday that he 


„ would continue tO serve the 


United. Nations “in different ca- 


`. pêcities, aoug them as an epi- 
. ment person." 


Hê also stresééd tat he would 
be available to his govênment and 


to the intemmational comnounity for 


. Boutros-Ghali ioe New York 


`` on Wednesday for a stopover in 


Paris on his way back to: Egypt ' 
Fihere be plans to write books. Fe 


. returns tO Cairo on Friday. 


lowing Washington’s veto of his 
Teelectiort. He is to be replaced on 
Wednesday by Kofî Annan of, 
Ghana, until now the undersecre- 
tary-general responsible for 


epiDg NT 

. Asked to specify his main 
achievement abd his biggest sin- 
gle failure as UN chief, be replied: 
"I believe that I have tried to main- 
tain a minumum of independence 
for the United Nations. And I be- 
lieve that [ was not successful to 

overcome the financial crisis." 
Washington’s failure to pay its 
UN dues was a major bone of con- 


tention between Boutros-Ghallr 


and the U.S. administration. 
‘Washington is refusing to pay 
$1.3 billion in arrears to the world 
body, making up almost half of the 
fîinancially-strapped’ organiza- 
tion’s total debt'of 2.2 billion. 


Boutros-Ghali was among . 


prominent officials asked by the 


New York Times to.contbute a . . 
New Year’s resolution srggestion. .. CY 


to President Bill Clinton. _ 
"President Clinton should keep 
last year’s resolution," said Bou- 


tros-Ghali in Tuesdays editliorof 0 


the newspaper. 
*He promised to velo the reso- 


UNITED NATIONS —UN Chief 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali left office 
‘Tuesday at the end of a five-year 
term, saying that his greatest 


; achievement had been to preserve . 
.„ the world body’s independence. . 


The 74-year-old Egyptian left 
the UN building to warm applause 
from his staff after shaking hands 
with aides and staff members who 
were waiting to bid him goodbye. 

He told reporters he was leav- 
ing with "no bitterness at all,” fol- 


Malaysia to Launch Sweep for 
1.2 Million legal Immigrants 


growth, averaging mors than cight . 
percent per year since 1987, has 
resulted in a labor crunch in the 
ağcaltirel and connection feo: ` 


Foreigi workers have also ben 
blamed for. social problems and . 
outbreaks of commımicable dis- 


,. eases amid crowded housing con- 
. ditions. 


Under the nation-wide crack- 


. down, the illegal immigrants wil 
. be punishef and then repatriated. 


. Local employers who are 


. caught face hefty fines... - 


Undér amendments tO imimi- 


-. gration laws that _ are awaiting 


royal assent,. employers can be 


` caned, jailed a iıaximum of five . 
: years and fined up to 30,000 ring- 


git ($12,000) for hiring illegal 
workers, officials warmed. -' (AFF) 


Security and Public Order, was, re- 
Famed saying in the New Straits 


ee ao O 40,000 


foreign workers, but more than 


: one million illegal labourers in the 


country, mainly from, Indonesia, 


The goveroment at mid-year 
offered the illegal workers six 
months to come forward, and 


about 300,000 have so-far been 


registered by 17,000 employers, 


a REESE 


PB there. are those who have 
not (registered) and it is time they 
face the music," Syed Abdul Zahid 

:d 2 


Malaysia’s rapid economic 


KUALA LUMPUR — Malaysia 
was preparing to deploy 3,000 
security personnel on’ a 
nationwide sweep for an estimated 
1.2 million illegal immigrants, 
following the midnight expiry of a 
six-month amnesty on Tuesday. 
The personnel, including 1,000 
soldiers, will carry out door-to- 
door checks of homes, offices and 


E ofthe Malay sia-thailand bor- 


workers will face expul-‏ ی 
sien, and employers have also‏ 


` been threatened with stiff punish- 


ments. 

"A force of more than 3,000 
men is on standby, awaiting. the 
order to go into action," Syed AD- 
dul Zahid Wyed Ibrahim, an offî- 
cial at the department of Internal 


Indonesia’s Population Closes on 200 Million f 


Suyond -attrîbuted the lower’ 
populatiorlevel to an official birth 
control drive, which he .said had . 
reduced the’ raumber of ‘children 


E IE 


26 in 1996, 


current population level.was less 


than had beçn expected, the offi : 


The minister cited forecasts 


which said Indonesia’s population 
would reach 280 million by 2000. . 


He dîd not say if this was the cur- 


JAKARTA — The population of 
Indonesia, the world’s fourth 
largest nation, has reached 199.7 
mitlion people, Population 
Minister Haryono Suyono has 
said. 

Suyono, bead of the National 
Family Planning Board, said the 


و روو س می رند اه په 


plode into-full-scale conflicts. 
He recognises that the main 
challenge is on his own continent, 
with Central African states of the 
great lakes region tom by ethnic 
turmoil, while countries such as 
Angola advance along the road to 
peace prodded by the United Na- 
tions. AFF) 


to become the world’s top diplo- 
mat, won election as the repîe- 
sentative of Africa after 
Boutros-Ghali put his rame on 
hold folowing the U.S. veto. 

The Egyptian diplomat told re- 
porters on Tuesday that he was 
leaving "with no bitterness.". 

Summing up his tenure, he 
said: "T believe that I have tried to 
maintain a minumum of inde- 
pendence for the United Nations. 
And I believe that I was not suc- 
cessful to overcome the financial 
crisis." 

Annan, whose election has 
been warmly welcomed by the 
Clinton administration, has 
pledged to make solving the finan- 
cial crisis a main priority. 

The crisis was triggered by 
Washington attaching conditions 
to its payment of UN arrears, now 
totaling $1.3 billion. 

As former undersecretaxy-gen- 
eral for peacekeeping, Annan 
plans to develop UN readiness to 
intervene in crises before they ex- 


- African from south of the Sahara 
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UNITED NATIONS — Ghana's 
Kofî Annan took office 
Wednesday as the sevenih UN 
seçretary-general, following the 
_ ,Jeparture of his predecessor 
`" Boutros Boutros-Ghali. 

Fifty-eight-year-old Annan is 
to receive a full bonor guard on 
Thursday when he arrives at UN 
headquarters in New York, as 
Wednesday was a public holiday 
in the United States. 

Annan is the ultimate UN in- 
sider, havirıg spent his 30-year ca- 
reer in the UN system. 

Boutros-Ghali was leaving 
Wednesday for a two-day stop- 
over in Paris, before heading to his 
native Egypt where he plans to 
write his UN memoirs and a book 
on the Camp Savid peace process. 

Boutros-Ghali, 74, was ousted 
at the end of his first term as UN 
chief after Washington vetoed his 
candidacy for a second five-year 
mandate. 

Traditionally, UN chiefs serve 
out two terms, according to a geO- 
graphical rotation. Annan, the first 


Thousands of Homeless in 
Tokyo’s Winter Streets 


r onicipal aathorities then 
opened a prefabricated temporary 
shelter at Nagisa, far from the city 
center, on Vacant Land near To- 
kyo Bay. 

The center was closed in March 
but has opened again this winter. 
H has some 1,800 beds and iş sur 
rounded by wire fencing, in the 
fashion of a detention center. 

The boarders can get food and 
bathe. There are strict rules and the 
lights are turned out and the doors 
locked a little after sunset. 

Many of the homeless prefer to 
have more freedom, and live in the 


But not all of the homeless are 
paupers. There are some who de- 
cided to quit the rigid constraints 
of Japanese society, sacrificing 
material comforts for lives as 
bomelcss bat free vagabonds. 


“I know of a mımber of home- 
less people, former workers who 


“ have dropped out, who spend their 


days in the warmth of libraries 
where they are among books and 
leaning, At night they return to 
their cardboard homes underneath 
the trees of Yoyogi Park," Hatsuki 


said. 


the most part, elderly or ill who 
can’t find casual work or afford to 
Pay for a bed in the dormitories of 
down-market hotels in the area. 

Early every morning. the 
agents for construction projects g0 
to .Sanya to choose their workers 
for the day. But the oldest of the 
homeless, sometimes only 50 but 
with bodies worn out by work and 
alcohol, just lie on the floor. 

"They say every winter around 
20 people without shelter are 
found dead in the mornings on the 
pavement in Tokyo,” said Ryoichi 
Ando. bead of a social work center 
in Sanya. 


“It isn't only the cold. They 
have often had too much to drink 

and go to sleep bit never wake 
up.” 

In Shinjuku and in the parks, 
many of the homzless live in card- 
board boxes, where they find a 
litle privacy by squeezing in with 
their few belongings. 

Their possessions usually in- 
clude some threadbare clothes, 
cooking utensils and some old 
books and comics. 

Last January, several hundred 
homeless people were forcibly re- 
moved by police from a, railway 
underpass near Shinjuku”s train 


TOKYO — Japan may be a mode! 
of economic prosperity in 
booming Asia, but thousands of 
homeless haunt streets and parks 
in its wealthy cities and around 20 
die of cold and sickness in Tokyo 


`. alone every winter. 


For the first time this year, mu- 
‘nicipal authorities took a count of 
` homeless people in Tokyo and put 
the number at 3,300, of which 
some 1,000 were in the poor dis- 
trict of Sanya and 550 among he 
sky scrapers of ultra-modern Shin- 
juku. 
But not all accept the official 
assessment. 


"This figure is too low,” said 
„Sister Hatsuki Murakami, man- 
ager of the Tokyo branch of 
French Charity Emmaus. 

"I've heard it said that. in {he 
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*" ` gpinionof volunteers who help the 


homeiess. there are in reality more 
than 10,000. 
"In Japan, despite the apparent 
„ Prosperity, there are many situ- 
` ations of urgency and of distress. 
These generally need help. When 
the public services don’t do their 
social work, the marginalized and 
` impoverished find themselves 
completely alone.” 
.In Sanya the homcless are, for 
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writ agains him, “ The issue 
gocs back to a 1994+ specch by 
Tang. who allcgodly said e 
were too many Christians and 
English-educated e 
the cabînct and civil service. 

laa 1993 commana, diale. E 
reportedly said poli 
was concermrated in the English ¢ 
educated clite whilc ihe Chinese 
cducaled were kft out of the 
mainstream. 

Tang has denicd being anti 
Christian and said the ruling Pco- 
ple"s Action Party had labcled hit 
a chaırvinist to frighten voters and 
prevem him from cmcring Paxlia- 
ment. 

The PAP bas mulcd this island 
republic unintcrruplcd since 1959 
amd is guarantced a majority in he . 
next Parliament as the opposition 
is not coniesting for a majority of 
seals. 


streets and in the markcis. The in- 
vitation dcparlment has thc right 
to inform people what is wrong |: 7 
and invite them to do the right کی‎ 
“If people repcaledly disregard 
the instructions of the department, 
we can punish them with lashings 
and beatings.” Baligh said the Su- 
preme Court deals with cases of 
major crimes such as murder and 
adultery, but the depariment can 
issue limited punishments. “The 
job of the department is to advise 
and threaten people. In case of 


` people not listening to us, we can 


sentence them 10 up to 39 lashes,” 


td Gf il E E 
partment overlooks a school field’ 


Baligh said the edict tha. 
women should only kave 
house wearing he Burma, 

(Contd on Pg.14 


ment. 

Tang. 6l. a lawyer who is 
standing as a Workers’ Party can- 
didate in a multipleseat ward, hal 
threalencd to sre them for saying 


„he held "rıdical views on the pno- 


motion of Chinese language and 
„Culture, : 

Gols lawyers said in the re- 
joinder addressed to Tang's law 
firm that the premier “stands by 
everything he said. " “Our cli- 
ent will continue 10 repeat the 
statements that he has made. Our 
clieıt"s stalemenis arc corecl in 
facls where they arc facts and as 
fair commen whicre {hey are corr 
ment.” lhe lcttcr said. 

It invited Tang to “immediately 
commence proceedings against 
our clicenL ” Lawyers repre” 
senling senior minister Lee. 73, 
also said he had no intcntions of 
rutracling hiş statements and that 
he looked forward to “lhe of the 


away. would constitute an insult 
to the deity: 

A recent decree, over the signa- 
ture of the General President of 
Rafiullah Muazin, threatens Af- 
ghan women if they apply for jobs 
with foreign aid agencies working, 
in Afghanistan. 

“We kindly request all our Af- 
ghan sisters to not apply for jobs 
in foreign agencies and to avoid 
going there. Otherwise if they are 
chased, threatened or investigated 
by us, they will bear the responsi- 
bility,” it says. 

Foreign agencies should avoid 


employing Afghan females “we 


also declare to foreign agencies to 
respect the issued regulation of IS- 


lamic state of Afghanistan and 
they should strictly avoid employ- 
ing Afghan females.” Baligh said 
the department has 15 sub-depart- 
menis, including (hose of investi 
galion, publicity and invitation. 

“We work on the ‘principle of 
what Islam has ordered. We have 
our clerics who sit together and 
discuss issues from the viewpoint 
of Islam and the welfare of soci- 
ety” he said. 

"Afler ` discussion we inform 
the pceaple of our decisions 
through the mass media. If the or 
ders are not implemented, we have 
lhe investigating department who 
go out and sce the situation n he 


TEHRAN TIMES 


Racial Issue Raised in 1 Singapore 
Election Campaign 


SINGAPORE - Singapore’s top 
leaders have dared an opposition 
candidate to sue them afler calling 
him a Chinese chauvinist whose 
vicws could underminc peace in 


the multiracial cily-state, press- 


reporis said Monday. 

The issue has given a racial 
tinge to the campaign for Thurs- 
day's gencral elections in ihe is- 
land of three million pcople. 77 
percent of whom are ethnic Chi- 
nese, 14 percent Malay and seven 
percent Indian. 

Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong 


and senior minister Lee Kuan 


Yew, in letters publishcd Monday 
by the Straits Times Dailv, stood 
by their views on Tang Liang 
Hong and refused lo apologize for 
calling him a Chinese chauvinist. 
Goh also said Tanig could have 
a damaging impact on Singapore's 
multiracial and multilingual soci 
ety if he was elccicd to Parlia- 


Kabul’s Office for Doing Good 
and Abstaining From Evil 


KABUL - On the fourth floor of a 
itself as the Afghan computing 
center are the offices of anar bel 
maruf wa nahi al munkar — the 
Department ‘for Doing Good and 
Abstaining From Evil. 

*“The point of the department is 
to order people to abstain from do- 
ing bad things and to do good 


who captured Kabul in late Sep- 
tember and have vowed to take the 
rest of the country and impose 
their strict vision of Islamic law 
on the entire population. 


I operates under the orders of 
Mullah Mohammcd Omar, the 
Talcban leader, and is independent 
of other state organs. 

“The Amir-al-Monmıincen., 
icadcr of the faithful (a tle 
awarded to mullah Omar by the 


Takcban) has the right to force-. 


fully order pcoplc to do good 
things.” Baligh told Reuters. 

The decpariument’s cdicts include 
banning women from most jobs 
forcing them to cover themselves 
complcicly. including their faces, 
outside the home and oullawing 
paper bags because they might 
have the name of God printed or 
written on them and, if thrown 


Kong -— Beijing’s de facto consu- 
late in the territory. 

‘Tsang Hin-Chi, the only stand- 
ing commitee member from Hong 
Kong, said he was confident the 
people of the future SAR could 
accept the law totally. 

The legislation will come into 
effect immediately on July 1.(AFP) 


Ti ab i Ê 
will study every provision of the 
law, and Hong Kong residents are 
welcome to cooperate with the 
troops and see that their actions 
are in accordance with the law,” 
said standing committee member 
Zhou Nan, who is also director of 
the Xinhua news agency in Hong 
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China Adopts Law on Army 
Garrison in Hong Kong 


#385608 


BEIJING — China has passed a 
law .to regulate the behavior of 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
troops stationed in Hong Kong 
afier it reverts 1o Chinese 
sovereignty on July 1, next year, 
Xinhua news agency said. 

The law was adopted Monday 
by the standing commitiee of the 
National People’s Congress 
(NPC) — the coumtuy’s highest 
legislative body. 

Four years in the deafting, the 
final document was approved afler 
last mimıte amendments from the 
standing committee, including one 
that tightened the ban on PLA 
troops from engaging in any com- 
mercial activities. 

“The troops and military per- 
sonnel shall not be engaged in 
profit-making businesses by any 
forms, nor can the military person- 
nel be engaged in any other activ- 
ity incompatible with their obliga- 
tion.” the redraftedi amendment 
said. 

Since the launching of China’s 
economic reforms in 1979, the 
PLA has grown into one of 
China’s largest business conglom- 
erates with lucrative commercial 
interests in sectors ranging from 
space technology. to icecream 
production. 

Under the law, the military ju- 
dicial authorities on the mainland 
will handle all criminal cases in- 
volving military personnel on 
duty, while the courts in the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Re- 
gion (SAR) — as the territory will 
be known after the handover — 
will deal with off-duty cases. 


Peru Embassy Siege Eclipses 
Shining Path Rebels 


movement that hijacked trucks 
and distributed goods to peasants. 
But as it gradually stepped up its 
kidnapping and bombing opera- 
tions and strengthened its links {o 
the illegal drugs trade, the group 
dramatically lost favor. 
Nevertheless. the MRTA has 
been responsible for a fraction of 
the death toll in Penr’s guerrilla 
wars, according, to a leading Peru- 
vian analyst on the rebel groups, 
Carlos Tapia. Of 30,000 lives lost, 


„ the MRTA has killed no more 


than 200 soldiers, while as many 
as 20,000 civilian have died at the 
hands of lhe Shining Path or Penu- 
vian sccurity forces, he added. 

Throughout the embassy sicge. 
lhe MRTA has claimed the attack 
was neccessary {0 force the govem- 
ment into a dialoge aimed at a per- 
mancnt peace accord. 

In contrast, the Shining Path, 
which for scveral ycars aflcr the 
1992 capture of is leader, Abi- 
mael Guzman, madc overtures (o 
hold their own negotiations, has 
now clearly lefl behind its flirta- 
tion wilh peace. 

Severcly weakcned since 
Guzman’"s imprisonmcen, the 
group surged back onto its violent 
path earlier this year and raiscd 
public fears of a real comcback 
with a deadly campaign of coordi- 
naled bombings andi murders 
across lhe country. 

“The Shining Path has been 
eclipsed in the media but on the 
ground it has much morc acliv- 
ily," Crabtree said, ‘Not as strong 
as it once was, it prevails over 
large arcas and stil] has the ability 
to operalc in various theatres. 

(Reuter ) 


like common criminals {han free- 
dom-fighters. 

On Christmas day, 20 Shining 
Path guerrillas stabbed six men to 
death in the northern province of 
Chiclayo about 500 miles (300 
km) north of Lima in a reprisal for 
their family’s collaboration with 
the police, authoritics said. 

“There is a big difference be- 
tween the two. The Shining Path 
is much bloodier,” taxi driver 
Hugo Seminario said, “If it had 
been the Shining Path (at the resi- 
dence), they would have killed at 
least 10 by now. °" In contrast, 
conscious of the publicity it was 
generating, MRTA was not likely 
to kil any hostages, David Scott 
Palmer, an author on Peruvian 
guerrillas, based in Boston, said. 

The two groups arc rivals, with 
the MRTA drawing inspiration 
from Cuban communism while 
the Shining Path prefers Maoism. 
Prisoners from ihc two armics 
have in the past attacked cach 
other in jail and the groups have 
never operated together. 

Granted a worldwide audience, 
Nestor Cerpa Carlolini, {he mas- 
iermind of the sicge leading the 
rcbcels inside lhe compound. has 
not lost the opportunity to hit out 
al the Maoists. 

“We cannot accccpt thal we 
conlinue lo be compared to the 
Shining Palh, an organization that 
we havc repca1cdliy condemncd 
for its irralional usc of violence 
that affects ihe Peruvian people 
1hemscivcs,'"" he said in a stale- 
mem rcad by a freed hostage. 


The MRTA cmerged in the 
1980s as a Robin . Hood-style 


LIMA - The shining path rebel 
group held center-stage through 
16 years of war in Peru — until {3 
days ago. 

With the audacious siege of the 
Japanese ambassador's residence, 
the little-known Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement 
(MRTA) has now eclipsed the 
bloodier and stronger Shining 
Path as the highest-profile rebel 
group in Peru. 

The 20 heavily armed MRTA 
rebels, explosives strapped to their 
backs, captured high-level diplo- 
mats, politicians and businessmen 
and stormed onto the front pages 
all over the world 

The MRTA, no morc than !00- 
strong nationwide, with one stroke 
sidelined the Shining Path, which 
is 10 times Jarger and one of the 
most feared rebel armies in Latin 
America. 

“The Shining Path differs from 
ihe MRTA ir thal it has never 
been in the same business of 
armed propaganda,” said a British 
authority on Peruvian politics, 
John Crabtree. 

*"But now there is a possibility 
that members of the Shining Path 
— especially in Lima — will be 
«attracted 10 the MRTA because 
they are seen doing morc and 
grabbing more attention," he said. 

Ali of Pen — and much of the 
world — was talking about the 
MRTA rebels, who had frced 
most of their 500 plus VIP hos- 
tages but süill held 83 on Monday. 

The Shining Palh made news 
only once during the siege with an 
attack that did litle more than re- 
inforce the govemment’s allega- 
tion that their members are more 


